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MEMOIRS OF BROTHER ABRAHAM REINKE, A PRESBYTER OF THE 
UNITED BRETHREN’S CHURCH, WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE AT 
LITIZ, PENN., FEB. 16TH, 1833. 


Tus venerable servant of Cunist having been personally 
known to many of our readers, we flatter ourselves that the 
following sketch of his useful life and peaceful death will prove 


acceptable. 

He was born June 15th, 1752, at Philadelphia, where his 
parents, Abraham and Sarah Reinke, were then laboring in the 
vineyard of the Lorp. Afier their demise at Bethlehem, Pa., 
before he had completed his eighth year, he was sent to school 
at Nazareth Hall, where he received the first impressions of a 
Saviour’s love, chiefly through the instrumentality of Brother 
Paul Tiersch, a faithful and beloved teacher, whose constant aim 
and endeavor, both in word and deed, appears to have been to 
instil into the hearts of his pupils the pure lessons of divine truth. 
Those among them, to whom the labors of this worthy man were 
most singularly blest, and of which number our late brother was 
one, entered into a solemn covenant together, to be and remain 
the exclusive property of their Saviour, and to live to his sole 
glory in this world. Several of these juvenile friends lived to 
become useful servants of the Lorp; for instance, Brother Jacob 
Van Vieck and Brother Christian Lewis Benzien, who entered 
into eternal rest some years before Brother Reinke; and such 
was the firmness and warmth of their friendship, that whenever 
they chanced to meet, after the lapse of many years, their joy of 
embracing each other again was reciprocally very great. 

In his fifteenth year, the deceased was put out to learn the trade 
of a tanner and currier at Bethlehem, where he had to sustain 
many hardships and trials, which, however, tended not only to 
render his constitution robust and hardy, but also to drive him 
frequently to a throne of grace for help and comfort. In a brief 
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manuscript account of the dealings of the Lorp with his soul, 
found among his papers after his decease, he gives a plain and 
unvarnished staternent of his early religious experience, which 
subsequently eventuated in a full surrender of his all to Curist; 
whereof what follows contains the substance. 

“ Having been charged with the superintendence of the young 
men at Bethlehem, the good Spirit of Gop took me more particu- 
larly under his fostering care, so that I began to grow in grace 
and self-knowledge, which was greatly promoted by the difference 
which I plainly discovered between my own case and that of 
several of the vouth under my charge. They could say in truth, 
what I was yet a stranger to, that having felt the saving efficacy 
of the blood of Curist, they were enabled to rejoice in Gop their 
Saviour. The overwhelming sense of my propensity to all manner 
of evil often caused me to weep bitterly. These penitential 
tears, however, were not the offspring of morbid melancholy, but 
of that godly sorrow which worketh repentance to salvation, not 
to be repented of by those that have become its happy subjects. 
I now learned to appreciate Jesus, the friend of sinners, and 
the physician of sin-sick souls, as an indispensable guardian and 
guide. At this time also my growth in the divine life was greatly 
quickened by sitting under the ministry of that highly-gifted man 
of Gop, Brother Amadeus Paul Thrane, then pastor of the Church 
at Bethichem. I was likewise taught to value more and more 
the returning celebration of the Lord’s Supper, to which I was 
admitted for the first time October 7, 1768. While laborin 
under a continued feeling of my innate depravity, I was enabl 
to look by faith to the wounds of Carist, and up to this day, 
while I am penning my experience, it is to me a matter of 
joyful surprise and adoration, to think how I have come off 
victorious, through the simple, child-like view of the sacrificial 
death of Jesus, in spite of my natural propensity to sin; in com- 
batting which, in my own strength, I otherwise must have suc- 
ecumbed. In short, this was a happy period of my life, fraught 
with blessings for my poor soul, and I among the rest received a 
share of that great grace, which then prevailed in the congregation 
at Bethlehem, and which was more particularly manifested during 
the Passion week, and other festive solemnities of the Church. 
The happiness I enjoyed in communion with my Saviour, while 
musing on the meritorious sufferings he endured for me, I will 
not attempt to describe. The Spirit of Gop now awakened in 
me an ardent desire, to publish to others the blessedness we may 
enjoy in communion with Jesus, if we will but come unto Him. 
I felt that I owed my all to that Saviour, who had laid down his 
life for me, and had mercy on my soul. Being, however, sensible 
that I was not qualified for the service, a long time elapsed before 
I could resolve to disclose the impulse of my mind to my 
superiors, and my frail reason started many Objections, until the 
Saviour convinced me that He demanded this sacrifice at my 
hands, and that He was able to qualify me for the ministry. 
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At length, however, having made the late Bishop, John Frederic 
Reichel, my confidant, he gave me all the advice and encourage- 
ment I needed ; and, before his return to Europe, I was admitted 
among the number of candidates for the ministry, while at the 
same time I made a new and unreserved surrender of myself to 
the Lorp.” 

In the spring of 1782 we accordingly find him engaged as an 
assistant, with his friend, Brother Jacob Van Vleck, in super- 
intending the concerns of the single brethren at Bethlehem, and 
in making occasional excursions in the neighborhood with that 
zealous preacher, the late Brother Jacob Fras. The apostolic 
zeal, which, at an advanced age, this worthy man still continued to 
manifest in the conversion of souls, appears to have great] 
strengthened the hands of our young disciple, who was deniaed, 
in after life, to labor, not without manifest success, among 
people of various religious opinions, and who, thus led by an 
experienced guide, received the best induction to his future 
ministerial career. 

From January, 1783, till October, 1786, he labored among the 
single brethren at Litiz, Pa. During this period he commenced 
his official career as an evangelist, under the eye of Bishop 
Matthew Hehl, for whose memory he always cherished a grateful 
affection, and with whom he frequently visited the congregations 
around Litiz, more particularly Heidelberg. Thither he went 
once a month, to supply a vacancy there, after having been 
ordained a Deacon of the Brethren’s Church by Bishop John 
Ettwein, October 27, 1784. 

In May, 1783, he undertook a journey on foot, in company with 
a friend, to York, Pa., Graceham and Carroll’s Manor, in Maryland, 
to visit the single men of our connexion at those different stations ; 
but on his return he was seized with a lingering fever, which 
brought him very low, and for a time, induced the expectation of 
his speedy departure ; through divine mercy, however, he gradually 
regained his accustomed health and vigor. 

On his return from Bethlehem, in September, 1786, whither he 
had gone at the request of Bishop John de Watteville, while on 
his way to Heidelberg, he was obliged to cross the river Schuyl- 
kill. The stream was greatly swollen by late rains, yet as he 
had been told of a place where he might safely cross, he boldly 
plunged in, without, however, being able to discern the landing 
on the opposite shore. On a sudden he heard the voice of a man 
from that quarter, shouting, ‘* Up! up stream!” and presently 
discovered him making signs to keep up the river. He did so, 
when soon after his horse began to swim, and speedily took him 
to the landing place. On gaining the shore, the man assured 
hina, that if he had gone down a little further with the current, he 
must have shared the fate of another traveller, who a few days 
before, after driving among the rocks below, found a watery grave. 
He gratefully acknowledged the kindness of his human guide, 
but more especially the mercy of his Divine Protector, rejoicing 
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in the conviction, that to this day “the angel of the Loap 
encampeth around about them that fear Him, and delivereth 
them”—of which consoling truth he made many a blessed expe- 
rience in his subsequent travels. 

Having accepted a call to serve the congregation at York, 
Pa., he Sree the married state, October 30th, 1786, with the 
widow Maria Sophia Reichelt, (sister to the Greenland Missionary, 
Christian David Rudolph), a partner whom he received as in 
answer to his prayers, out of the hands of the Lorn. Their 
union was blessed with six children, three sons and three daughters, 
of whom one son, a minister of the Gospel in our connexion, and 
one daughter, married to Brother John Beck, teacher of a school 
at Litiz, Pa., survive him. He lived to see sixteen grandchildren, 
4 of whom departed this life before him. During the fifty years 
that he was engaged in the service of the Lonp, after leaving 
York in 1790, he was twice stationed at Lancaster, once at Hope, 
in New-Jersey, twice at Nazareth, where, in 1806, he was ordained 
a Presbyter of the United Brethren’s Church ; and three times at 
Litiz, whither he removed for the last time in August, 1815. 
Here, on the 19th of April, 1816, he was called to sustain a severe 
trial in the loss of his amiable partner, (a true mother in Israel,) 
who, after a short illness of three days, sweetly fell asleep in 
Jesus. During his last term of service at Nazareth, from 1811 
to 1815, he was the presiding minister of that congregation, and 
also a member of the General Conference meeting, at Bethlehem. 

At all these different stations, his sole and constant aim was to 
glorify Gop, in the discharge of his ministerial functions, and to 
labor diligently for the benefit of his fellow men. He accounted 
it a special privilege, and a respite from the more oppressive 
cares of his office, at Nazareth, when the Lorp opened a door for 
him, in Mount Bethel township, 14 miles distant from his resi- 
dence, to labor among the Mennonite brethren, who were always 
rejoiced to see him, and some of whose elders occasionally 
returned his visits by a friendly call at his house. 

His zeal in the cause of Gop was duly tempered with meekness 
and judgment, While he would fain have borne all, with whom 
he came in contact, into the embraces of his loving Saviour, he 
took particular care never to cast his pearls before swine, nor to 
make a display of his zeal or success as a fisher of men. Indeed 
he was with difficulty prevailed upon, to furnish special reports to 
Conference of his indefatigable labors among the country people 
in his vicinity, although they were generally known to be 


ing of a standing record. The disclosures, however, of the day 
of retribution will, without doubt, exhibit manifold proofs of his 
exemplary piety, his unassuming candor, his untiring fidelity, his 
unflinching boldness, and the distinguished success attending the 
labors of this veteran champion of the cross. While he took 
care to live and act regardless of the ongene or enmity of a vain 


world, neither fearing nor flattering the rich, and always con- 
descending to men of low estate, engaging in conversation on the 
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one thing needful with the meanest individual he chanced to meet 
with; he labored, by divine aid, to keep a conscience void of 
offence before Gop and man, and to seek, with Paul, to win souls, 
not for his church or party, or for the sake of private emolument, 
but for Curist. Although he was naturally of a very mild and 
inoffensive temper, so that he would sometimes be compared to 
“ Nathaniel, the Israelite indeed, in whom there was no guile,” 
= when occasionally “ the zeal of Gop’s house’”’ would consume 

im, he could sharply rebuke careless and heretical professors, or 
barefaced and hardened profligates. At one time, meeting with 
® young man of dissipated habits, whom he had frequently, but 
in vain, addressed on the concerns of his soul, he embraced this 
Opportunity of repeating his former exhortations, warning him to 
repent before it be too late. The young man, probably stung to 
the quick by the charge, replied in a surly tone, “ We need 
none of your preachment here! We knew all that long ago!” — 
“So much the worse for you,” said Brother Reinke ; “ for that 
servant, which knew his Lorp’s will and prepared not himself, 
neither did aceording to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes!” This, in all probability, was the last warning the 
unhappy youth ever received; for shortly after, he was found 
dead in the road, close by a distillery, where, according to his 
wonted custom, he had drank to excess. 

Our late Brother was at all times willing to serve in the meanest 
capacity, accounting it a great privilege to engage in any degree in 
his Master's service. During his stay at Lancaster, from 1803 till 
1806, he taught a day school, assisted by his oldest son Abraham, 
who subsequently died asa teacher at Nazareth Hall. During the 
last seventeen years of his life, while resident at Litiz (where he 
once more entered the married state, December 8, 1816, with the 
widow, Sarah Joanna Reich, late Green), he frequently officiated 
as a substitute in city and country congregations of that vicinity, 
by which means the circle of his numerous acquaintances was still 
more extended. There was scarcely a religious denomination in 
Lancaster county (Penn.), among whom he did not occasionally 
labor, either in attending their public worship, and there, when 
called upon, giving a word of exhortation, or else in privately 
speaking to anxious souls, or visiting the sick and dying. Lu- 

erans, German Reformed, Mennonites, and Dunkards, were 
among the friends whom he visited; and while he aimed at “ be- 
ing all things to all men,” he incessantly directed the attention of 
his hearers to the great and leading principles of the Gospel. In 
his manuscript memoirs he briefly adverts, in very modest terms, 
to his preaching in pulpits, private houses, barns, and forests, in 
the following words: “ The Saviour, whose aid I constantly and 
fervently implored, always proved my strength in the midst of 
weakness, and gave me courage, to call off the minds of the 
people from non-essentials, and to direct them to Him, beseeching 
them, in His stead, to be reconciled to Gop. Many a blessing 
accrued to my own heart, when I was favored to direct, in pri- 
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vate, weary and heavy-laden souls to the sinner’s Friend, and 
then hed the pleasure of witnessing their apprehension of the 
truth, and their finding rest in Jesus.” 

He thus concludes his narrative :— 

“On a review of my past life, in my seventy-eighth year, I 
find, as it regards myself, great and numerous failings, various 
short-comings and deficiencies—in short, nothing but what is 
deserving of condemnation; on the part of my Saviour, however, 
unchangeable fidelity and abundant patience, mercy, and forbear- 
ance, with which he bore me in his arms, and led me gently on 
through this mortal life. As it respects the discharge of my 
official duties, nothing remains for me, but to humble myself 
before the Lorp, for having, by my little faith and fainthearted- 
ness, perhaps often prevented Him from blessing in a greater 
degree my feeble labors. And therefore, 


“ When once my Saviour I shall see, 
Then shall I have this only plea : 
‘ Here is a sinner, who would fain 
Through the Lamb's ransom entrance gain.’ " 


Considering his advanced age, he continued to enjoy excellent 
health, insomuch, that during the last six years of his life he 
performed repeated journeys to Graceham (Md.) to see his children 
residing there, to Bethlehem, Nazareth, and to his native city 
Philadelphia, edifying and encouraging mp | souls by his occa- 
sional sermons and private conversation. eturning from his 
last visit to Graceham, July 16, 1829, he experienced a remark- 
able preservation of his life. The mail-stage in which he had 
taken a seat, as the only passenger, having proceeded a little 
beyond Emmitsburg, in going down a declivity, the horses, from 
some unknown cause, took fright, and ran the carriage with such 
force against a post as to shiver first one wheel and then the other, 
by which means the body of the stage, hanging on one side, 
was dragged along, until finally the horses breaking loose, the 
whole fell to the ground and was dashed to pieces. The driver 
was thrown from his seat at the first onset, without however 
sustaining any material injury. The venerable presbyter in 
the meantime kept his seat, in calm self-possession, firmly hold- 
ing to the vehicle until it went to pieces, when he was thrown to 
the ground with suth violence, that he lay for a time completely 
stunned. Numbers of the citizens of Emmitsburg, on hearing of 
the accident, hastened to the spot, took up the aged sufferer, and 
carried him to a neighboring house. A physician being called 
in, pronounced him to have received no mortal wound, although 
his head bled freely, in consequence of several severe bruises and 
contusions. In the afternoon of the next day, he returned in a 
private vehicle to Graceham; and, having recruited his health 
and strength, he finally reached home in safety. 

About two years before his death an abscess was formed on the 
back of his right hand, which proved a great affliction to him, 
being often accompanied by violent pains, and rendering every 
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attempt at writing abortive. At first all medical aid appeared 
wholly unavailing ; toward the last, however, the use of his hand 
was so far restored to him, that he was able to pen one more 
letter, dated November 10, 1832, addressed to his son, in which 
the following passages occur : 

“ I make an attempt at writing, to try, whether with my weak 
hand, which now is fast mending, I shall be able to announce 
to you the receipt of your last kind favor, the contents of which 
were highly gratifying to me. I can well conceive how the 
thought, that the word of reconciliation, held forth by you, is 
attended by so few apparent results, often depresses your spirits. 
Remember, however, that it is not for us to know what may be 
passing in the minds of our hearers; nor to say, when and how, 
perhaps at their latter end, they may yet be benefitted by that 
which they had so long slighted. I shall continue, as heretofore, 
to remember you and your dear family in my prayers before the 
Lorp. I would fain send you a very long letter, but you see the 
trembling of my hand will not admit of it. Perhaps I may never 
be able to write another letter, and perhaps too, my race is almost 
completed. ‘That faithful Saviour, who bore me up thus far, with 
so much patience and mercy, will finally grant unto me abund- 
antly an entrance into his heavenly kingdom, for the sake of his 
blood and death. ©, with what rapture shal) I kiss his once 
pierced feet, for having so highly favored such a miserable 
sinner! 

“ By reason of my personal acquaintance with many of the 
friends and neighbors in and around Graceham, I feel induced to 
request you, on some suitable occasion, to remember me affection- 
ately to them, and to testify my wish, that they, one and all, 
would examine into the state of their hearts, to ascertain whether 
they are walking in the narrow way that leads to life eternal, or 
in the broad road leading to perdition. May those in the latter 
case, be prevailed upon to return before it be too late, that none 
of them may be found wanting in the day of the Lorp.” 

It is scarcely necessary to add, that the farewell request of this 
father in Curist was complied with, at the next communion sea- 
son of the Church at Graceham, when the hearts of numbers then 
present appeared to be deeply affected by the solemn charge. 

His hand being partially restored, and the general state of his 
health favorable, during the months of December and January 
last, he wag enabled to walk out occasionally, when the weather 
was fair, and to attend the meetings of the Lorp’s people, which 
he had always considered one of his most delightful privileges. 
February 8th he was preparing, staff in hand, once more to go 
abroad, to visit some friendly neighbors near Litiz; but being 
suddenly seized with a violent fit of the ague, he was prevailed 
upon by his partner to desist from his purpose, and take to his 
bed. At first his friends indulged hopes of his recovery; but ina 
few days the disease, which proved to be a pectoral fever, assumed 
a more threatening aspect. During the whole of his last illness, 
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which continued but one Week, he appeared calm and collected, 
suffered very little pain, and lay almost constantly in a dose. 

The following account of his “ latter end” is extracted from 
letter, written the day after his death by his daughter Augusta to 
her brother : 

“ With an aching heart I sit down to write to you, to inform 
you that our beloved and venerable father has entered into the 
joys of his Lonp. He breathed his last yesterday evening (Feb- 
ruary 16th) at twenty minutes past eleven. At the time we last 
wrote to you, we all observed that a great change had taken place 
in his system during the night preceding. On Friday (15th) he 
had thus expressed himself: Pan along hoped and believed 
that this disease would bring on my dissolution; yet it now 
appears as though I am to suffer a longer delay; I have a great 
desire to depart and to be with Curist, which is far better.” On 
Saturday he seemed to be more confident of his speedy departure. 
Toward evening Brother Benade, together with the other mem- 
bers of the Elders’ Conference, and a number of the friends of the 
family, being called to his bed-side, the former imparted the fare- 
well blessing, amid an indescribable sensation of the Divine pre- 
sence, while our dear departing father tried to join in singing, and 
responded his cordial ‘ Amen" at the close of the service. 

* Very frequently, while yet able to utter a word, he would 
give vent to his feelings in that expressive prayer, (see No. 271 of 
the supplement to our German Hymn Book,) 

‘ Abide with me ! 
A few more fleeting hours, 
Then through Thy blest atonement’s saving powers, 


From sorrow free, 
Lord! 1 shall be with Thee! &c. 


“ He expressed himself very gratefully when we read, or san 
hymns for him. He retained the full exercise of his mental facul- 
ties to the last moment, and tried to speak at times, but we could 
no longer comprehend what he intended to convey. His last 
words, distinctly heard, were, ‘My soul!’ A few moments before 
he departed, he looked around upon the whole circle of his 
assembled friends, as if to bid them farewell; we then sang: 


‘ 1 am lost in wonder—when I duly ponder, 
Jesus, on Thy grace, 
That I shall in glory—evermore adore Thee, 
And that, face to face, 
I shall see—eternally 
Thee, the Gop of my salvation ! 
O what consolation ! 


And while we were thus singing, we perceived that he ceased to 
breathe, and his redeemed soul had taken her flight to the man- 
sions above. Thus died this venerable patriarch, at the advanced 
age of eighty years and eight months! O, my dear Brother, I 
cannot tell you, how often I wished that you could have been pre- 
sent; as it respects myself, I felt it * good for me to be there,’ 
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and I trust the remembrance of his happy departure will remain 
indelibly impressed on my mind. ‘ Let me die the death of the 
righteous, and let my last end be like his.’” 

His funeral, which took place on Tuesday following, (February 
19th,) was attended, notwithstanding the unfavorable state of the 
weather, by a great concourse of members, friends, and neigh- 
bors, who had come to pay the last tribute of heartfelt respect to 
the mortal remains of this faithful servant of Jesus; on which 
occasion Brother Benade spoke in an impressive manner, from the 


text for the day: “ To me to live is Curist, and to die is gain.” 
Phil. i. 21. 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE SOCIETY 
FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL AMONG THE HEATHEN, BETH- 
LEHEM, AUGUST 2isT, 1832.* 


(Concluded from page 383.) 
I. NEW-FAIRFIELD, UPPER CANADA. 


A.tuovcu the accounts, received from our Missionaries, do not 
speak of any very signal advances, made by our Indian congrega- 
tion, during the period elapsed since our last annual report, yet we 
find cause to bless the Lorp for the fact, that the improvement 
perceptible for some years past, in a goodly number of its mem- 
bers, has not ceased to be apparent; and that from time to time 
individuals have given such evidence of a change of heart, as to 
be united to the Church by holy baptism, or else re-admitted to 
fellowship. 

Outwardly, the Indian flock dwelt in peace and quietness, 
coming but rarely in contact with their Heathen countrymen, or 
even with their neighbors, the Monseys and Chippewas, on Thames 
River. Visits of Indians on Grand River and from Green Bay 
occurred occasionally, but upon the whole, the situation of New- 
Fairfield, surrounded as it now is by white settlers, is no longer 
well adapted for a Missionary station ; and it is extremely desirable 
that new doors might open to us, for approaching the Heathen. 

The winter set in early, and with great severity. Both the 
Missionaries and their Indians suffered much from influenza. In 
the ensuing spring the measles broke out, of which a number of 
Indian children, and one adult, departed this life. It was pleasing 
to observe, how, with the excessive fondness of the Indians for 
their children, the bereaved parents, in most instances, were 
susceptible of the consolations of the Gospel. The severity of 
the winter proved very destructive to the cattle. The sugar crop, 
notwithstanding the lateness of the season, proved unusually 


* The above having been omitted last year, is here inserted, in order to keep up 
a connected view of the principal transactions in our missions among the 
in North America. 
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favorable ; the price, however, of maple — depreciating, 
from the introduction of West India produce. t year's plentiful 
harvest of corn and potatoes prevented a scarcity of provisions ; 
the chase also was uncommonly productive. 

The celebration of Christmas and Epipheny, of the Passion 
week and Easter, was again attended with special blessings, 
particularly Good Friday, when several strangers from the Monsey 
town, sob from Grand River, were attentive hearers of the 
word. The annual distribution of presents—a season of peculiar 
temptations — had happily passed by without any serious conse- 
quences. But it was a subject of regret, that the influence of the 
temperance society instituted last year, had not, in every instance, 
proved as lasting, as the Missionaries had fondly hoped. 

The new house erected for Brother and Sister Miksch, has 
been occupied by this worthy couple, who were laboring with 
devotedness in the cause of their Master, and enjoyed the affec- 
tionate regard of the Indian flock. The removal of Brother 
Adam Haman, who had served in this mission for a number of 

ears, proved a severe trial on all hands. Obedient to a call he 
had received, to go as a Missionary to the island of Jamaica, he 
took leave, June 14th, of his fellow laborers and the Indian con- 
egation, and set out with his little daughter by way of Detroit, 
ke Erie, and New-York — providentially arriving here, before 
the alarm of the cholera could interpose any obstacles. That 


destructive disease has since extended its ravages to Upper 
Canada. 

The Indian congregation at New-Fairfield consisted, at the 
close of 1831, of 232 souls, of which number 46 were communi- 
cants, and 86 baptized adults. 


Il. THE GHEROKEE MISSION. 


The painful interest, felt in behalf of this mission for some time 
past, is but too well sustained by the precarious aspect of Indian 
affairs in Georgia. The decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States in favor of the imprisoned Missionaries, not having 
as yet been acted upon, its bearing upon the Cherokee question 
remained problematical. On the one hand, strong inducements 
have been recently held out by the General Government to the 
Cherokees, to emigrate to the West; while on the other, the State 
of Georgia has proceeded with the surveys of the Indian territory, 
according to Act of Assembly, without, however, as yet interfering 
with the occupants of the land. 

During the early part of the period now under review, Brother 
Byhan continued to labor among the Cherokees at Springplace 
with little interruption, and, after the departure of Brother Clauder 
from Oochgelogy, likewise visited from time to time that vacated 
station, where the believing Indians met every Sunday to strengthen 
each other’s hands in the Lorp. The schools however, at both 
places, were suspended for the present. Brother Byhan subse- 
quently resigned his office as postmaster under the General 
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Government, with a view to his retiring from Springplace, on 
account of the unfavorable state of health under which his wife 
was suffering ; and Brother Clauder, who had returned to Salem, 
N. C., became his successor, both by appointment of our Mission- 
ary Board at that place, and by commission from the Postmaster 
General at Washington. Early in April, Brother Clauder set out 
from Salem with his wife and children for Springplace, accom- 
panied by Sister Dorothea Reede, who is to serve as assistant 
teacher in the school. They arrived on the 19th, being Maundy 
Thursday, and were joyfully welcomed by the Indian flock. On 
Good Friday and Easter the meetings were numerously attended, 
and at the celebration of the holy supper none of the communi- 
cants were absent. Brother and Sister Byhan having thus closed 
their faithful services at this station, after an affecting farewell, 
set out for Salem with their son Nathaniel, and Sister N. Becker, 
who had been a useful assistant, having made considerable progress 
in the Cherokee language, but was now compelled to retire from 
the service on account of ill health. They safely arrived at 
Salem on the 16th of May. Brother Clauder, having resumed 
his missionary labors, reports that the school at Springplace had 
been revived, and has increased to 19 scholars. The work of 
grace was progressing in the souls of the Cherokees both there 
and at Oochge ogy, where Brother Clauder visits once a month. 
In the course of the year there appears to have been no variation 
of any moment in the numerical strength of the Cherokee con- 
gregation. 

ay it please the Lorp, in his infinite wisdom and mercy, to 
cause light to shine out of darkness, and a day of salvation to 
dawn upon this afflicted tribe. Whatever may be the result of 
the pending difficulties, may our dear Missionaries be permitted 
to remain with their little flock of believing Cherokees, and the 
work of the Lorp continue to prosper in their hands. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED 
BRETHREN FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL AMONG THE HEATHEN, 
AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY, AUGUST 21ST, 1833. 


Tue first year of the second century of the United Brethren’s 
Missions among the Heathen, which commenced with so solemn 
and impressive a commemoration throughout the whole Unity,— 
still gratefully remembered by all of us,—was a year of silent, but 
efficient activity in the fulfilment of our calling. Such indeed 
has been generally the case, ever since, by the Divine blessing, 
this Society has been extricated from the difficulties, in which the 
lands formerly held in trust on Muskingum had involved us. In 
consequence we have little to report of particular moment, but 
gratefully acknowledge this as the best proof, that the Lorp has 
signally favored the object of our social union, by thus permitting 
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us to effect it without any hinderance or difficulty. Nothing 
whatever has prevented a full and effective application of the 
means granted to the Society, so far as they are at present 
available, in aid of the pecuniary wants of the Missionary depart- 
ment of the United Brethren's Church ; which will appear, when 
we state, that no less than ten thousand five hundred dollars, as the 
avails of these means, have again been paid over by the Treasurer 
of our Society, in the course of the year, for the above purpose. 
For our ability to offer such a contribution, we have the more 
reason to thank the Lorp, as it is evident that other sources of 
support, especially from our valued friends in Great Britain, have 
suffered a very sensible diminution, in consequence of the 
prevalent views of many concerning the question of negro- 
slavery in the West India Islands. It is not in the power of our 
Missionaries, entirely to adapt their measures to these views, 
without a sacrifice of that fundamental principle, upon which they 
are bound to act, of not interfering in any degree with the civil 
and political relations of their converts. May the Lorn, to whom 
we commit, in humble confidence, both the cause of suffering 
humanity, and the best spiritual interests of the slaves, in his 
infinite wisdom and mercy, make all things to work together for 
good. 

The means intrusted to the Society, which at the present 
moment are not yet productive, but which constitute a valuable fund 
for future contingencies, are manifestly approaching the period 
when they will become available. This appears to be the case 
with some of the stocks, which the Society holds, as part of the 
legacy of our distinguished benefactor, the late Brother Haga; 
and still more decidedly with the valuable grant of lands in 
Erie county, Penn. The improvements on these are every where 
progressively advancing, under the superintendence of our valued 
friend, Col. Miles. 

The new Governor of Michigan has kindly fulfilled the assur- 
ances, given usin answer to our application; and notwithstanding 
certain intervening difficulties, has again paid over the annuity to 
our Indians at New-Fairfield, in such a manner as to prevent any 
bad consequences in regard to the morality of the recipients. 

We likewise gratefully acknowledge, that at length the govern- 
ment of Upper Canada has been enabled to meet the wishes of our 
Missionaries, in the manner of distributing its annual presents to 
the Indians, by obviating the necessity of their repairing in a 
body to a distance, in order to receive their respective shares. 
The distribution now takes place near New-Fairfield ; and thus 
one of the most dangerous temptations to vice is happily avoided. 
It cannot be denied, that the whole system of annual supplies 
granted to the Indians, although perhaps unavoidable, constitutes 
an obstacle to the prevalence of a spirit of industry among them ; 
the want of which has been productive of sad consequences during 
the past year. The small amount of their agricultural labors, 
searcely providing for more than absolute necessity, combined 
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with the failure of last year’s crop of Indian corn, has caused 
& great scarcity of the necessaries of life among them. But, 
providentially, the approaching payment of the last instalment 
(of 334 per cent.) of the remuneration due for their losses in the 
late war, promises to become the means of alleviating their 
distress. It is still more pleasing to learn, that the agent of the 
British government, Col. Clinch, who appears indefatigable in his 
endeavors to promote the civilization of the Indians, has intimated, 
that if a partial retrocession of the land granted to our Indians, 
which, from its situation, is of but little direct utility, can be 
effected on equitable terms, the government is willing to erect a 
saw and grist mill for them; and to furnish them with agricultural 
and other implements in lieu of such remuneration. Most readily 
do we concur in this plan; and the General Conference, under 
whose supervision these concerns are placed, is every way inclined 
to facilitate so beneficial a measure. In the short account of our 
Missions among the Cherokees, which is subjoined to this report, 
the Society wil] observe, with the most grateful acknowledgment 
of the viedom and goodness of Gop, that those very circumstances, 
which at first appeared to involve a total destruction of the mission, 
have compustinten for its essential benefit. The final arrange- 
ment of the Cherokee concerns has not yet taken place. The 
consequences arising from certain laws of Georgia, and the oaths 
therein prescribed, which had led to the imprisonment of some 
Missionaries, and caused great uneasiness throughout, have indeed 
ceased; that part of the laws requiring such oaths, having been 
repealed, and the confined Missionaries liberated. But the 
nation has not yet been brought to accept the offers of the United 
States government respecting the sale of their lands, although the 
extension of the Georgia state laws over the Indian territory, and 
the abrogation of the Cherokee constitution, continue in force. 
The nation is split into two parties on the subject ; but it is truly 
a matter of grateful astonishment, that these party discords have 
hitherto had no very perceptible influence on our Indian converts, 
nor in any alarming degree loosened the bonds of Jove among 
that little flock. 

Since our last anniversary, no change has taken place in the 
Board of Directors. The members of the Society, we trust, have 
been impressed by the solemn jubilee at the commencement of 
the year, with the high object of our social union ; and there has 
been no want of evidence, that the desire of engaging personally 
in the promulgation of the Gospel has been awakened or 
strengthened in the bosom of more than one. Recently Brother 
Jesse Vogler, a teacher at Nazareth, who had for some time 
manifested a wish to devote himself to the service of the Lonp 
among the Heathen, has received a call to assist in our mission 
at New-Fairfield. The necessity of supplying this mission in 
time with an assistant, who might learn the Indian language from 
our dear Brother Luckenbach, has led the General Conference to 
this measure. We desire to point out to all the members, as an 
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effectual method of promoting the objects of our Society, at all 
times within their reach, the duty to extend the knowledge of 
the great things, which the Lorp continues to do among the 
nations by the ministry of the Brethren. This can best be done by 
calling the attention of our youth, and of all who’are not sufficiently 
acquainted with the facts, to our different publications, both in the 
German and English language, as containing abundant evidence of 
the signal blessings, which in so many places continue to aceom- 

ny the testimony of our Brethren to the truth as itis in Jesus. 

e have again, during the year now elapsed, enjoyed an uninter- 
rupted communication with our Missionaries in the West India 
Islands, where not a few brethren and sisters from among us 
are engaged in a most encouraging manner in the great cause. 
Brother and Sister Haman, who were present with us last year, 
are actively employed at their new station in Jamaica. Amidst 
the peculiar difficulties and dangers of the present time, particu- 
larly in that island, they, as well as Brother and Sister Zorn and 
Ricksecker, have been remarkably supported by the Lorp, and 
their faith and hope powerfully sustained. We warmly sympa- 
thized with the trials, which Brother and Sister Biegler, in St. Kitts, 
together with their fellow-laborers, eapedationd in February, 


during the continuance of the alarming earthquakes in that island ; 
and bless the Lorp, with them, for the gracious assistance which 
was specially vouchsafed to Sister Biegler, who was safely deliv- 


ered of a son at that most critical juncture. 

Our Sister-Association at Salem, in North-Carolina, held its 
yearly meeting on the 11th of October last. Out of the three assist- 
ant Directors, chosen on that day, the Society deplore the loss of 
two; viz. of the venerable Brother Abraham Steiner, who had 
been so active and useful at the commencement of our mission 
among the Cherokees; and of the young and promising Brother 
Lewis Benzien, who was called home by the Lorp at an early 
period of life. We sincerely sympathize with our Brethren in 
this loss ; to ourselves the unexpected decease of our last year's 
Secretary, Brother Wm. Rice, in the beginning of the present 
year, was likewise a matter of serious affliction. 

We now proceed to report the most remarkable facts, relating 
to our Missions among the Indians in this country. 


1. NEW-FAIRFIELD. 


Some remarks have already been made relative to the outward 
concerns of ‘this mission; but we cannot sufficiently express our 
gratitude, that the endeavors to alter the manner of distributin 
the annual presents from government, have at length been etowued 
with success. The Indians are now no longer obliged to repair to 
Malden, or some other distant place, to receive the annuity ; an 
arrangement which was uniformly attended with temptations to 
intemperance. The distribution now takes place opposite the 
town, and is described by the Missionaries as having been a truly 
pleasing scene. In consequence of the severe winter and cold 
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spring, nearly all the corn had to be replanted in the beginning 
of June, and a very dry season ensuing, the harvest was extremely 
limited. It was so much the more a matter of thankfulness, that 
the wheat crops of the Missionaries proved to be good. It is a 
subject, which justly claims the warmest gratitude, that, although the 

ignant cholera spread to a considerable extent in Upper Canada 
during the summer, and in some places was very fatal among 
the Indians, our congregation at New-Fairfield was graciously 
preserved from its ravages. Only one individual, who had taken 
a dangerous cold on a visit to Detroit, was affected by this malady, 
which however did not prove fatal. We had entertained great 
apprehensions on this account, being well aware, that the mode of 
life peculiar to the Indians, exposes them in an uncommon degree, 
and we felt so much the more thankful, that the Lorp did not 
subject them to so grievous a trial. In the month of September 
the congregation celebrated their annual festival. The celebration 
of the holy sacrament, on this occasion, was attended with a 
manifest blessing; and in the preceding private conversation of 
the Missionaries with every adult individual, they found great 
cause for encouragement. One Indian was admitted to baptism, 
and two young persons were received into the congregation. 
Christmas and new year, but especially the 19th of January, were 
likewise seasons of signal blessings. On the latter day, the 
centenary jubilee of the commencement of the Missions of the 
Brethren was celebrated. Our Indians listened with uncommon 


interest to a succinct review of the wonderful and gracious 
ome of the Lorp with us, during the one hundred years now 


elapsed; and poured out their grateful feelings in songs of joy 
and praise. Another youth was on this day baptized, as had been 
the Chippewa wife of Zaccheus on new year’s day; and several 
were received into the congregation. The schools were regularly 
kept and well attended during the winter. Great patience, 
however, is necessary on the part of our sisters, in their endeavor 
to instruct the girls in spinning and knitting. The mild winter 
of the present year was very favorable for the support of the 
cattle, and enabled the Indians to commence boiling maple sugar 
as early as Jenuary. ‘The latter operation, however, was suspended 
by the suceeeding cold weather; and the sugar crop, after all, 
fell very short. Hence it became necessary for many of the men, 
to seek employment among the white settlers in the vicinity, and 
some deplorable effects upon their morals ensued in consequence. 
A disposition had for some time become apparent among part of 
our Indians, to build beyond the precincts of the town, in order 
to be nearer to their fields; a circumstance which is to be 
regretted, on account of its proving an obstacle to a regular 
attendance on the meetings and schools. On the other hand, if 
but these consequences could be avoided, it would appear, that 
industry and success in agricultural labors might pee be 
promoted; as it is evident, that their being collected together in 
a town is prejudicial in these respects, and favor¢ too much their 





b44 SOCIETY FOR 


native habits of indolence and inactivity. A different state of 
things among the Cherokees, though it increases the difficulties 
in the service of the Missionaries, has nevertheless been found 
both practicable and expedient. About Easter, an English gentle- 
man resided for some weeks at New-Fairfield, to obtain a thorough 
knowledge of the Indians, and of our missionary labors among 
them. He became their benefactor in a valuable degree, by 
vaccinating a great number of our Indians. Our dear missionary 
brothers and sisters live together in love and harmony, each 
striving to promote the common object by all the means in their 
power. They were, generally speaking, in the enjoyment of 
good health, together with their Indians, at the date of their last 
letters. 

At the close of the year 1832, the Indian congregation at New- 
Fairfield consisted of 224 persons; 42 of whom are communi- 
cants, 96 baptized adults, and 57 baptized children. 


Il. THE MISSION AMONG THE CHEROKEES. 


We have already alluded to the present state of the political 
relations in that quarter. It remains to relate the most remark- 
able occurrences in the history of the mission itself. Brother 
Clauder having received an appointment to succeed Brother 
Byhan as postmaster at Springplace, and having assumed the 
charge of that mission, was enabled to perform his duties there 
with alacrity; and occasionally to visit at Oochgelogy, where the 
aged Indian brother, Christian David Wattee, made himself useful 
by his simple testimony to the truths of the Gospel. The school 
at Springplace continued to be well filled; but it began to be 
perceptible, that the dissensions among the Indians had a dele- 
terious effect on the attendance upon the preaching of the Gospel, 
on the part of such as are not in immediate connexion with the 
Brethren. On the Ist of October the Missionary was favored to 
admit a young Indian female, who had been a pupil in the school, 
to the rite’of holy baptism; and evidences of sincere conversion 
of heart were apparent in several others. The excellent wife 
of Brother Christian David Watiee, the mother of Mr. Elias 
Boudinot, departed this life October 21st, at Oochgelogy; where 
in November two more Indians were baptized. But toward the 
close of the year a very unexpected trial came upon our Mission- 
aries. A number of Georgian families, comprising eighteen 
persons, arrived at Springplace, and took possession of part of 
our buildings -there, pretending that they had rented the land and 
houses from those, who had drawn them in the lottery established 
by Georgia, for the distribution of the Cherokee territory. All 
the protestations of Brother Clauder were disregarded, although 
the laws of Georgia expressly forbid such occupation of lands 
actually in possession of the Indians. But the occupation thereof 
by the Missionaries was not thought to be a bar, and Brother 
Clauder could not obtain redress, for want of sufficient know- 
ledge where to seek relief. Soon after new year, another person 
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arrived, who styled himself a commissioner of the governor ; 
and, after expelling the above-mentioned intruders, took pos- 
session of the whole premises himself, leaving Brother Clauder 
no other alternative Co to give way, and retire to a place of 
refuge, which in the interim he had provided at Mr. McNair’s, 
in Tennessee, whose wife is a communicant sister—the same place 
whither Brother Clauder had once before fled—situated about 
fourteen miles from Springplace. On the 14th of January the 
entire mission family, with their moveables and cattle, arrived 
there, and were most cordially received. They immediately 
commenced preparing for a permanent residence. Mr. McNair 
provided them with a separate dwelling, and assigned them a Jot 
of land, on which they might raise part of their support. It now 
appears, that our Missionaries are not more distant there from 
their Cherokee Brethren than at Springplace, and for many of 
them their present residence is more convenient; so that the 
meetings, which were immediately commenced, are even better 
attended than before by their own congregation, while a much 
greater number of Heathen Indians are found to resort thither. 
Some members of their flock are preparing to live quite in the 
vicinity. Oochgelogy, indeed, is somewhat farther off, but still 
within reach. Sister Reede, their assistant teacher, soon found 
it possible to recommence her school, which already is nearly 
as numerously attended as at Springplace; most of the pupils 
remaining with the Missionaries through the week. Under these 
circumstances, the expenses connected with the establishment at 
Springplace, where the Missionaries had been under the necessity 
of entertaining all the Indians who resorted thither, are of course 
avoided; and though doubtless, as Brother Clauder observes, the 
inconvenience attending the discharge of their duties has been 
increased, there is good reason to hope, that their essential object 
will be rather promoted. His letter of 6th June concludes with 
the following grateful sentiments: “‘ We conceive, that we can 
daily see more clearly into the wonderful ways of the Lorp, as it 
regards our expulsion from Springplace. We left that long 
cherished spot with rather painful feelings; fearing, in our human 
short-sightedness, that all our missionary labors were about to 
end. But behold, we are now enabled to see, that whatever the 
Lorp sends or permits, must in the end be productive of good.” 
All our dear Indian Brethren and Sisters continued to lead a truly 
Christian life, notwithstanding the increase of vice and disorder 
in the nation, as a natural consequence of the abolition of their 
internal regulations. They very frequently edify themselves at 
home by prayer and singing; and are assiduous in their use of 
such parts of the Scripture as they possess in their own language. 
At Easter twenty-two Cherokee converts met at Mr. MeNair's, to 
partake of the holy sacrament, the solemn celebration of which 
was attended with a signal blessing. In May and June Brother 
Claader visited at Oochgelogy, where the holy communion was 
in like manner administered at the house of Brother George 
Vox. IV.—69 
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Augustus Hicks. In short, our impression is, that the Lorp has 
manifestly made their expulsion conducive to the welfare of the 
mission. At the late Council of the nation an agreement between 
the leaders of the two opposite parties has been effected, which 
promises to bring about the final settlement of their affairs; and 
should they in consequence remove to the West, the Missionaries 
hope to be enabled to follow their little flock. 

At the close of 1832 the Indian congregation, formerly at 
Springplace, now at Mr. McNair’s, consisted of 33 communicants 
and 4 baptized adults, with 27 baptized children—together 64 
persons; that at Oochgelogy of 10 communicants, 2 non com- 
municants, and 19 baptized children—together 31; exclusive of 
18 children in the mission school: so that the whole number of 
souls in the care of the Brethren is 113. 


The small congregation of negroes in the vicinity of Salem, 
North-Carolina, has suffered a severe loss in the death of its 
faithful minister, Brother Abraham Steiner. The preaching of the 
Gospel is but indifferently attended by the blacks in the vicinity, 
who find other places of resort more to their taste. The children 
likewise have less inducement to attend, since their Sunday School 
has been suppressed. The congregation consists of 12 commu- 


nicants, and 6 baptized adults, who are not communicants— 
together 18 souls. 


(Translated from German Manuscript Accounts.) 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF BROTHER ADAM, RELATIVE TO 
His VISITS AMONG OUR BRETHREN AND FRIENDS IN THE EASTERN 
SECTION OF SWITZERLAND, IN THE YEAR 1826. 


March 4th. Tue senator Diethelm Lavater, D. M., the univers- 
ally beloved and respected brother of the celebrated Rev. Caspar 
Lavater, entered the mansions of eternal rest at Zurich, in the 
eighty-third year of his age. This venerable man was a faithful 
worshipper of our Lorp and Saviour, on whose merits he 
grounded his hope of eternal life, which he intimated to me on 
a certain occasion, when he thus expressed himself: “ With 
regard to futurity, and the dread realities of the eternal world, I 
am at perfect rest in my mind; for this shall be my motto: Not 
of works—but of grace!” He was, likewise, a sincere lover of 
the Brethren’s Church, and took a lively and active interest in 
our missions among the Heathen. He more especially manifested 
his sincere concern for the cause of our Church, when, about five 
years our societies in the canton of Zurich were violently 
attac by the enemies of the Brethren in the consistory 
and executive department of government, so that their entire 
dissolution seemed to be at hand. At this truly critical period 
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our late friend powerfully, and very successfully, advocated the 
cause of our societies, both by word of mouth, and by an ably 
written essay on the subject, as. he’ most ardently desired the 
continued existence of these societies in the city and canton of 
Zurich. 

April 26th. We set out upon our visiting tour into what is 
called “the farmer’s land” of the canton, and came first to Illnau, 
where we were most affectionately received by the worthy pastor 
Keller and his partner. Although this excellent man had but of 
late recovered from a severe illness, he accompanied me, the day 
after our arrival, through a dreadful snow storm to Bisikon, one 
of the villages belonging to his parish, where, as at Lower Lllnau, 
there is a society of ours. At both places the minister attended 
the meetings with me, at the close of which I exhorted the people 
toa faithful improvement of the grace of Gop, and ns si 
them in prayer to the protection of our heavenly Father, to the 
faithful keeping of the good Shepherd, and the as guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. The pastor then corroborated my exhorta- 
tions, and in a most affectionate and impressive manner, gave 
utterance to the wishes of his own heart for the prosperity Cae 


societies within the bounds of his parish. We sincerely regret, 
that traces of the divine life among these society members are not 
so apparent at present, as in former times. 

While on our route into the Grisons, we found special cause 


for gratitude to our Saviour for his merciful protection, on our 
passage across the dangerous lake of Wallenstaedt. At this 
season the baths in the Grisons, and at Pfeffers, were frequented 
ty an extraordinary concourse of visiters. On our arrival at 

eesen, on the shores of the lake, so greata number of travellers 
had already collected, ready to cross, that the larger mail packet 
could not accommodate them all; wherefore the contractor was 
obliged to procure another, but considerably smaller vessel, for 
the rest of the company, to which party we also belonged. This 
vessel, in addition to twenty-four passengers, six rowers, the 
mate and the contractor, carried three wagons stowed with 
baggage, which so overloaded it, that it har ? appeared eight 
inches above water. Now if the Lorp had not mercifully 
allayed the violent gale of the preceding night, we should infallibly 
have perished. A gentleman passenger, who afterward travelled 
with us in the mail-stage, told us, that during his stay at Genoa 
he had taken frequent trips on the Mediterranean ; but that none 
of them had ever appeared to him so fraught with danger, as our 
passage across the lake of Wallenstaedt. 

July 12th. In the evening we reached the hospitable mansion 
of Mr. Von Sprecher, at Gruesch. With the aged commissary 
and his lady we held frequent and sweet converse, on the subject 
of the only and true way to salvation. During our stay with 
them we had morning and evening prayers, and meetings on 
Sunday, which proved a great blessing to them. We were very 
happy to have it in our power, during our present visit, to hold 
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a meeting with the faithful souls in the boring village of 
Shiers, which for several years, on account of untoward circum- 
stances, had appeared unadvisable. I held this meeting on a 
Sunday afternoon in the house of the Landamman, where more 
than thirty souls had collected. 

August Sth. The commissary, while sitting at dinner, was 
suddenly taken ill, and two hours after his lady was struck with 
the palsy, which lamed the right side of her body. After the 
lapse of a few days, the commissary recovered, tut with regard 
to his lady all hope of convalescence soon vanished. From the 
very commencement of her illness, her mind was fixed upon her 
departure ; and she frequently conversed with my wife concerning 
the bliss of being delivered from all sublunary woes, and bein 
for ever at home with the Lory. On the whole it was a delighifu 
duty to visit her on her sick-bed; for though to all appearance 
extremely debilitated, yet the moment that conversation turned 
on the subject of the Saviour’s love, her countenance would 
instantly brighten, and she would exclaim: “Ah! truly, he 
deals so gently with me, and suffers me to enjoy so much comfort 
and peace, that all my afflictions are mite.” She often 
commended her partner, her children, and grandchildren to 


the Saviour’s grace and protection in fervent prayer. Thus 
incessantly looking to the Author and Finisher of her faith, she 
cheerfully awaited the hour of her departure, which occurred on 


the 9th of September, in the 74th year of her age. 

At Trios, about fifteen English miles from Chur, we called to 
see the Landamman, Mr. Capriz. The meeting I held there, on 
a Sunday afternoon, was extremely well attended, not only by all 
the society members from three neighboring villages, but also by 
a number of friends that had come from a considerable distance. 
Although many of these people do not understand the German 
language, or at best but imperfectly, yet they assure us, that they 
reap a blessing from their attendance on such meetings; asserting, 
that the frequent mention made of the name of Jesus reminds 
them of his gracious presence, and fills their hearts with joy and 
peace. The Landamman reported concerning a good old man, 
who, although he does not understand a word of German, and 
lives at the distance of about four hours’ walk, regularly attends 
our yearly meetings ; that he annually purchases a German text- 
book, and afterward looks for the daily words and doctrinal 
texts in his Romaic Bible ; thus rendering both subservient to his 
edification. 

At Sils we were very hospitably and affectionately entertained 
by Madame Von Salis-Sils and her family. Several years ago, 
this lady had proposed to take a ride with us along the Via Mala, 
up Mount St. Bernhard and Mount Spluegen. is excursion 
we now undertook, starting early on the morning of September 
28th, with herself and niece, in a carri provided with four 
seats. My partner and myself had indeed travelled this famous 
new road, (a part of which is called the Via Mala,) some years 
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ago, up to what is called the gallery, i. ¢. an artificial tunnel, 
perforating an immense projecting crag; but now we passed 
along the whole of this road, running on the one hand over a 
frightful abyss, and on the other under the steepest rocks, rendered 
passable only by blowing up huge fragments. Pursuing our 
route we arrived at points where the Lesser Rhine, issuing from 
the Rhine forest and Chamois valley, and rushing into this 
frightful defile, is pent up by huge masses of rock within half a 
fathom’s width, and then forces its way along this narrow bed 
with a tremendous roar. At the considerable village of Spluegen 
the great turr pike divides into two branches, one of which leads 
across Mount Spluegen to Milan, and the other across the St. 
Bernhard to Genoa. After dinner we passed through the Rhine 
forest to the foot of Mount St. Bernhard, the road leading to the 
summit in twenty-seven serpentine windings across as man 
walled bridges, one rising above the other. On the summit there 
is, what they call a mountain-house, where entertainment may be 
had for man and beast. Here also a simall lake, with three 
islets, affords a charming view. The whole of the road leading 
across the mountain is almost every where, particularly at the 
curves and bridges, furnished with strong barriers; and the descent 
is so gradual that we rode the whole distance in full trot in one 
hour without trigging a wheel. Next morning we oe 
Mount Spluegen, when we passed thirty-four bends of the > 
resting on as many bridges, before we reached the summit. 
The whole road is, unquestionably, a great curiosity, and the 
construction of it, particularly on the Via Mala and on the two 
aforesaid mountains, is a masterpiece of architecture, reflecting 
great credit on Boccobelli, the Italian architect. But O! how 
vastly more sublime do the works of the Lorp appear to our 
astonished gaze in nature's wildest state! And when the Holy 
Spirit directs our meditations to that miracle of divine love, that 
the Son of Gov himself, the Creator of universal nature, laid 
down his life, as our incarnate Redeemer, for a rebellious race 
of guilty creatures, we sink into the dust to adore Him who so 
loved us, and to return him our humble acknowledgments for his 
unspeakable mercy. By means of such and similar reflections, 
this ride was rendered, unto us and our worthy companions, a 
season of spiritual enjoyment. 

Our visit to Shaffhausen, which we contemplated toward the 
close of thé year, was frustrated by an illness, which threatened 
the life of my partner. A man, who, though not a member of the 
society in that place, attends the Sunday meetings, recently had 
his faith tried in a very peculiar manner. Being a chemist and 
laborant, he had undertaken a journey into the district of Engadin, 
in order to analyze the waters of one of the mineral springs in 
that region. The road leading to this spring lying across high 
mountains, and being attended with many dangers and hardships, 
our traveller resolved, although unprovided with a passport, to 
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return by way of Tyrol, the country adjoining. Arrived at 
Landeck, in Tyrol, he entered a tavern to call for refreshments. 
Soon after, however, a police-officer entered, and inquired whether 
he had a passport! Our traveller being obliged to answer in the 
negative, he was immediately brought befure the justice, who 
interrogated him very closely, whence he came, and whither he 
was going! After he had surrenderd all his papers and chemical 
instruments, the magistrate perceived a small volume in his 
pocket, and immediately inquired, what book he had there? The 
traveller replied, it was his Prayer-book and Christian Vade- 
mecum. “ You must deliver that up too!” was the peremptory 
order. Our friend handing it, the justice read aloud: “ The 
Daily Words and Doctrinal Texts of the Brethren’s Church,”— 
and flying into a pussion, he exclaimed: “ Ay — Watchwords !* 
sure enough—these are secret intrigues !""—and with that he gave 
orders, to put this man into close confinement with thieves and 
robbers. The prisoner urgently implored the magistrate, not to 
treat him so harshly; but this request was only in so far acceded 
to, at the intercession of one of the assessors, that he was cast 
into another vacant, but equally dreadful cell, where, in the first 
half hour, he was all cove with vermin. Kneeling down 
immediately on entering, he cried with a loud voice to Gop for 
his assistance, and a speedy deliverance out of his captivity. 
The jailer, watching at the iron door of the dungeon, and hearing 
his prisoner pray, immediately re-entered, and threatened, if he 
would not hold his peace, and ley himself down forthwith upon 
his straw couch, he would beat him, and chain him to the wall. 
On the third day, the prisoner was once more brought to trial 
before the justice, who examined him very closely, and particularly 
about the Text-book. Having discovered along side of certain 
texts, the names of sundry persons, this circumstance tended to 
confirm his preconceived opinion, that the man was connected 
with a secret society, and he accordingly urged the prisoner to 
give him no prevaricating answer, but to reply conscientiously to 
every question. He desired to know: where and by whom this 
little book was published? what was its design? and, finally, 
what the names, therein written, signified! Our friend then gave 
a short description of the Brethren’s Church, of the existence of 
which the justice was ignorant. Respecting the daily texts, the 
prisoner remarked, that they were published by the Brethren, and 
their object simply was, to have a common source of edification 
from the word of Gop, which was very highly esteemed by said 
Charch, as being the sole ground of their faith, The names 
affixed to certain texts, he said, had not the most distant reference 
to a secret combination, but only to some members of the 
Brethren’s society at Shaffhausen, for whom these texts had been 


* The German title of this little manual is “ Loosungen,” &c., the literal trans- 
lation of which is “‘ Watch words.” 
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opened at the commencement of the year; and that for him (the 
prisoner) too, such a text had been opened. He then had to 
point out this text, and it so happened, that it was the text of the 
19th of June, the very day upon which he was on trial. The 
prisoner was remanded to his cell, but several hours after, once 
more called before the justice, who now notified him, that he must 
continue so long under arrest, until information concerning his 
character could be obtained from Shaffhausen. Upon this the 
poor man represented, that he could not be absent for such a 
length of time from his business, and begged to be sent to 
Feldkirch, in the district of Vorarlberg, because he there had a 
highly respectable friend, who would Ciesitie his security. He 
was asked, in what manner he preferred being taken to Feldkirch, 
whether chained, attended by one police-officer, or unfettered, 
accompanied by two, in which latter case he would have to bear 
the expenses of the journey. The man adopted the latter alterna- 
tive; remarking, however, that he hoped the condition annexed 
would be remitted. The justice replied, this would depend 
upon his being able to prove himself an unsuspected character 
through his surety, before the justice at Feldkirch. Hereupon 
he was conducted thither by two officers, whom the justice had 
furnished with the minutes of the trial, together with the text- 


book found upon the prisoner. At first they treated him with great 
rudeness, but, in the course of conversation with him, became more 
sociable, and suffered him, as soon as they arrived at Feldkirch, to 


apply to his friend, who, knowing the prisoner to be an honest 
man, immediately declared his readiness to become security for 
him. The justice of the town, having perused the aforesaid 
minutes, ordered the prisoner to leave the room, and then asked 
his friend, whether he was indeed prepared to give bail for the 
man, at the risk of his own honor, property, and life? This being 
cheerfully answered in the affirmative, the prisoner was once 
more called in, when the justice announced, that, in consideration 
of the security given, he was now at liberty to return home. 
According to his own report, it was chiefly owing to the text- 
book found upon him, that he was treated with so much rigor, as 
it appeared from the official report, which he was able to hear 
read, while in the room adjoining the office. This also induced 
the justice of Feldkirch, who himself declared, that he found 
nothin ay in the little volume, and who seemed to have 
some knowledge of the Brethren’s Church, to request this text- 
book as a present from our liberated friend, with the additional 
reason, that he deemed it an indispensable appendage to the official 
report, which it was his duty to send on to Vienna. 
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(Translated from German Accounts, printed in 1819.) 


PARTICULARS RELATIVE TO AN ATTEMPT, MADE IN 1739 AND 1740, 
BY THE BRETHREN DAVID NITSCHMAN, JUN. AND AUGUSTUS 
CHRISTIAN FREDERIG ELLER, TOWARD THE COMMENCEMENT 
OF A MISSION AMONG THE CINGALESE, IN THE ISLAND or 
CEYLON. 


JOURNAL OF BROTHER ELLER CONCERNING THEIR VOYAGE TO CEYLON, THEIR ABODE 
IN THAT ISLAND, AND THEIR RETURN TO EUROPE. 

Janvary 18th, 7739, we went on board of a vessel belonging 
to the Dutch East India Company, that was about leaving the 
port of Amsterdam. For three successive nights, we lay in the 
open air on deck, among a great crowd of people, the captain 
never offering to show us a spot, where we might sus our 
hammecks. In the mean time some malicious ns had 
announced, that we belonged to the sect of the Herrnhutters. At 
first this report only made us the butt of ridicule, but by degrees, 
their ill will became so marked, that they thrust us from one 
corner into another, spit into our faces, and threw dirt upon our 
clothes. But, seeing that we patiently endured all these indignities, 
they were at last ashamed of their conduct, and molested us no 
more. This change was further owing to another circumstance. 
The captain suffered so acutely from a violent headach, that the 
surgeon on board was at a loss fora remedy. The patient asking 
my advice, I prescribed some medicine,* which, under the blessing 
of Gop, took effect, and after a few days the captain felt perfectly 
restored. From this time, the conduct of all the crew became 
quite changed in regard to us. Two of them sought our acquaint- 
ance from interested motives; the one being the cook, and the 
other a trumpeter, named Medeler, a Catholic from Paderborn, 
who evinced a disposition for questioning us on different subjects ; 
thereby offering us a fair opportunity of preaching to him the 
doctrine of salvation through a crucified Saviour. He imbibed 
the Gospel tidings with great avidity, and while we travelled in 
his company, ever manifested an humble’ and consistent deport- 
ment. 

Owing to contrary winds, we lay four weeks in the harbor of 
Texel, until February 18th, when a favorable breeze wafted us 
into the North Sea. On the 28th we approached the coast of 
England near Deal. During this part of our voy: Brother 
Nitschman was seized with a burning fever, which increased 
daily. After a fortnight’s detention we entered the British Chan- 
nel; but had again to lay by in the harbors of Portsmouth, 
Plymouth, and Torbay. 

ere Brother Nitschman in some measure recovered, so as to 
be able to take the air. We thanked the Lorp for his conva- 
lescence, and were very happy in company with our trumpeter. 


* The writer's calling was that of a physician. 
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The second mate, Jacob Balde, who had been carousing on shore, 
returned sick on board. The medicine which I prescribed for 
him, soon restored him to health; in token of his gratitude he 
offered us the use of his cabin, which we declined. At last, 
about the middle of April, we entered the main. A malignant 
disorder had by this time spread among the crew, and we num- 
bered above eighty sick on leaving the channel. Many sudden 
deaths now succeeded, from three to four dying daily. The doctor, 
two cabin boys, and several sailors, raved so violently while 
their paroxysms lasted, that they had to be secured with ropes; 
Brother Nitschman too was again taken with an inflammatory 
disease, which brought on occasional delirium ; but, in all its 
wanderings, his mind was,constantly engaged with the Saviour 
and his kingdom. 

Under these deplorable circumstances, one surgeon being dead, 
and the others bereft of their senses, the captain urgently entreated 
me to take charge of all the sick ; to which I consented. Having 
taken a general survey of my patients, just as I passed the 
kitchen, f suddenly dropt down senseless, and remained under 
the influence of this paroxysm full twenty-four hours. Having 
once more recovered my senses, I besought the Lorp, with many 
tears, that he would restore me to health, chiefly for Brother 
Nitschman’s sake. He granted my request, and restored me that 
same day, without taking a particle of medicine, so that I once 
more felt enabled to wait upon my dear brother. At that time the 
disease had attained its greatest height on board, and in one day 
seven persons died ; afterward the number of deaths was greatly 
diminished. Brother Nitschman had appeared somewhat better, 
but a relapse came on, and I gave up all hopes of his recovery. 
Thus he lingered till the end of June, when our compassionate 
Saviour restored him to perfect health. 

About the middle of July we safely arrived at Capetown, 
having lost eighty-five men on the voyage. Forty of our sick 
crew were immediately taken into the Lazaretto. The day after 
our arrival, we called on Mr. Schuster from Bautzen, to whose 
care were directed the letters we had brought for our brother, 
George Schmidt, at that time the only Missionary among the 
Hottentots. Having inquired after the latter, we learned that he 
had for several days been in town. Mr. Schuster immediately 
sent for him to his lodgings with Commandant Rhenius, at the 
fort. We embraced each other with the most tender affection, 
and at first could not utter a word for joy; then we went to 
prayer, and thanked Gop that he had thus providentially brought 
us together. Brother Schmidt presently took us to the com- 
mandant, who, with his whole house, gave us a most welcome 
reception; and returned thanks to the aod that we had arrived 
very opportunely, to render Brother Schmidt the most essential 
services, a vessel having three weeks ago brought out sundry 
books describing the Brethren’s Church as a most dangerous 


sect. Brother Schmidt related, that he had already been addressed 
Vou. IV.—70 
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on the subject by the resident clergy; to whom, in answer, he 
had positively declared, that if the ‘Brethren actually held such 
errors in duetrine—which he never could believe—he would have 
no further connexion with them. Commandant Rhenius begged 
us to board with him, which invitation we gratefully accepted, 
because we were thereby enabled to converse more freely with 
Brother Schmidt. Having entered the room assigned for our 
use, we knelt down, thanked the Lorp for his merey shown to 
Brother Schmidt and ourselves, and entreated him for this country, 
that he would soon send salvation to its Heathen inhabitants; 
yea, fill the whole earth with his glory. 

In the course of the afternoon the commandant introduced us 
to the governor, Mr. Schwellengrebel, who merely addressed a 
few questions to us, to which Brother Nitschman returned short 
and satisfactory answers. The next day we went to see the two 
ministers, Le Sueur and De Cook. They happened to be together, 
and presently began about the Letter, which had been published 
at Amsterdam against the Brethren and their doctrine, although 
four members of the Consistory had protested against it. Brother 
Nitechman answered every objection they advanced, and exhibited 
to them the Brethren’s Declaration in reply to the charges against 
them in the Letter, as well as the Protest by a member of the 
Consistory, Domine De Bruin, which fully satisfied them. 

Several days after, we called a second time on the aforesaid 
ministers. They introduced us to their colleague De Beck, a man 
of seventy, who had been fifty years in office at this place, and 
now rested from his labors. He was greatly rejoiced, and finally 
broke out into these words: “ Thanks be to Atmionty Gop from 
me, an unworthy sinner, for suffering me to enjoy the happiness 
at the end of my career, of seeing that executed by a simple 
farmer, (viz. Brother G. Schmidt,) what myself and colleagues have 
aesired these fifty years—I mean the conversion of the Hottentots! 
I feel ashamed, and shall be so, all the rest of my life!” Tears 
stole down his cheeks, as he uttered the concluding sentence. 
The other two clergymen likewise appeared very courteous, and 
wished us the blessing of Gop in Ceylon. Commandant Rhenius 
himself told us, how even the greatest enemies of Brother 
Schmidt had to acknowledge, that a special time had come for 
the Hottentots, because now they could observe one here, 
another there, on their knees behind a bush, erying to Gop for 
mercy. Time would show, what would be the result of these 
things. Brother Schmidt had brought a Hottentot with him, who 
proved by his word and conversation, that the Spirit of Gop had 
commenced a work of grace in his soul. We were much edified 
by his company, and became greatly attached to this new convert. 

O, how wide a field does Africa present for missionary labor ! 
How are our hearts affected, when we behold these people, or 
hear accounts concerning them! When will messengers be sent 
among the Caffres also, who are Brother Schmidt's neighbors * 

The Lorp himself will pave the wey for us; the cause, in 
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which Brother Schmidt is engaged, has not an eye to the Hotten- 
tots exclusively ; it appears to me to extend much further, and I 
trust, our brethren will yet one day be established amid the 
wilds of Africa. After taking an affectionate leave of our friends, 
we once more set sail about the middle of August, hoping to 
reach Ceylon by the latter end of October; but it was not until 
the last of December, and after suffering very great hardships, 
that we could enter the harbor of Colombo. We thanked our 
dear Lorp for his gracious preservation thus far, and entreated 
Him, to continue to approve himself our guardian and protector. 
Neither in the town of Colombo, nor on the whole island, had we 
& single acquaintance, not even a line of recommendation to any 
individual, and were therefore, on entering the town on the 2d 
of January, 1740, prepared to take up our lodgings at the public 
inn. Here we found the proprietor of our vessel, Mr. Ablers, 
who presently informed us, that some of the clergy had been 
greatly prejudiced against us by certain books, received four 
weeks ago. 

Next day we waited upon the governor, Mr. Von Imhoff, who 
received us in a friendly manner, and inquired into the object of 
our coming, of which we gave hima brief statement, He replied, 
that he had received the same information from Holland; but that 
the clergy at the Cape, intending to show us a favor, had sent a 
recommendation in our behalf to the clergy at this place, and that 
he must accordingly leave us at the discretion of the latter. He 
desired us to call upon them, to learn how far they would coincide 
with us, and then report to him the result of our interview. 

We took his advice, and went to one of the ministers, but very 
soon had occasion to observe, how much he was prejudiced against 
us. We then proceeded to the house of another minister, who 
treated us in the same manner. Finally, we called on the third, 
or rather the first of the resident clergy, he being the oldest among 
his brethren, and their president. His name was Weizelius, a 
native of Hesse Cassel. This man received us very civilly; he 
was desirous of information concerning our design, the principles 
of our Church, and the ground of the publications that had 
appeared against us. We gave him all the information he desired, 
and handed him also the above-mentioned declaration. 

We now returned to the governor, and reported the result. 
He refrained from giving us further instructions, but métely said, 
that we should at all times have free access to him. Some days 
after, one Portous, a visiter of the sick, addressed us in the street, 
saying, that he had heard a great deal concerning us, and regretted 
that we had taken up our quarters in the public-house; he would 
willingly receive us into his own, although his wife was then lying 
sick unto death, if we would but consent to come. On the 
following day his partner died, and we accordingly complied with 
his request. We soon discovered in our conversations with this 
man, that he had a correct knowledge of divine things, and that 
his heart was not devoid of good impressions. He was a native 
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of Holland, but his parents were French refugees, whom perse- 
cution had expelled from their own country. Some time after, 
people of different descriptions called upon us in the evenings, 
from motives of curiosity. We either held our peace, or spoke 
very little in answer to their inquiries, which only raised their 
curiosity the more. At last they began to inquire after the new 
doctrine, put us to the test by offering us money or provisions, 
and some even desired to introduce polemical subjects for conten- 
tion; but we avoided all these snares, and refused to enter upon 
any such propositions. The above-mentioned second mate, 
Jacob Balde, also visited us, and by way of testifying his affection, 
offered us a bill of exchange for four or five hundred guilders; 
adding, that it was immaterial to him, whether we could refund 
the sum or not. He pressed us very urgently to take it, alleging 
as a reason, that money was an indispensable article in a strange 
place. We, however, politely declined this offer likewise. 

Some time after, we paid another visit to governor Von Imhoff. 
He rejoiced to see us, saying, that the Rev. Mr. Wetzelius had 
been with him, and that they two had agreed, to direct us to a 
post among the Cingalese, where no preacher had yet labored, 
and he would, if it were agreeable to us, make the necessary 
arrangements to this effect, before his departure for Batavia. We 
returned our sincere thanks to him for this offer, and assured him, 
that this would be the direct way to accomplish the object of our 
mission. Mr. Wetzelius having for four weeks proved our 
sincerity in various ways, by closely scrutinizing our conduct, 
sent for us one evening, and commanicated to us the result of his 
conferences with the governor. On his adverting to several 
doctrinal points, in which Lutherans differ from Calvinists, we 
embraced the opportunity of speaking more in detail, of what the 
Brethren had been led to consider as the cardinal point of 
evangelical doctrine; viz. the Saviour’s atonement, that being 
the source, from whence the believer derives all needful strength 
to live a life of faith and godliness. He cordially assented to this 
truth, and acknowledged, that the Protestant Churches, whose 
believing and unbelieving members now formed one chaotic mass, 
would be vastly benefited by instituting little societies of the 
faithful among themselves. At parting, ‘he gave us many assur- 
ances of his friendship, and we thanked our Lorp, that he had 
inclined the heart of this worthy man in our favor. 

The good graces of two men, universally respected on account 
of their rank and talents, being thus secured in our behalf, several 
Europeans laid aside their scruples concerning our orthodoxy, 
paid us frequent visits, and heard many a testimony concerning 
the way of salvation; yet the calumnies, which they occasionally 
heard concerning us, tended to distract their inquiring minds. 
Our landlord, Portous, however, was overcome by the power of 
the Gospel to that degree, that he knew not which way to turn, 
from anxiety and distress of heart. 


Toward the latter end of February, the new governor arrived 
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from Batavia. When we waited upon him, he signified to us, 
that he had heard good and evil reports concerning us; but his 
predecessor, Mr. Von Imhoff, having given us a favorable testi- 
mony, he would abide by that, well knowing that it was a 
characteristic peculiar to children of Gop, to be evil spoken of 
by the world. 

About four weeks later, Mr. Von Imhoff left the island, after 
having previously given us all the instructions we desired. He 
advised us, to select a spot of ground for our subsistence, in the 
district assigned to us among the Cingalese, he having given 
orders to the district-captain for this purpose, and besought him 
to lend us every assistance in his power. He moreover requested 
us to let him know at Batavia, how we fared, and what progress 
we made in our calling. We thanked him for his benevolent 
disposition and arrangement, and took leave of him with hearts 
deeply affected by his kindness. 

April 2d, we started on foot for our future scene of labor, 
accompanied by our landlord, Portous, his servant, and Ahlers, 
the master of our vessel. Five more of our friends, and among 


them Medeler, the trumpeter mentioned above, went with us a 
distance of about two hours’ walk. Some of them considered 
living among the Heathen to be a very dangerous and arduous 
experiment; but we felt a divine joy in our hearts, from the sweet 
communications of the Saviour’s grace to us, animating us with 


a strong desire to win souls for Him. With these views we once 
more addressed our companions on the great concerns of their 
souls, appealing to the testimonies of Medeler and Munster, a 
soldier, who also formed one of the party, and had, like the other, 
experienced in his heart the efficacy of the blood of Cunist. By 
these testimonies, the whole party were brought under such 
convictions, that they were melted into tears, confessing their 
sins, and promising to follow the Saviour, although at the sacrifice 
of life and blood. In this frame of mind, they retraced their steps 
to the town; but Portous and Ahlers went with us to our new 
place of residence, where we arrived next day. The name of the 
station is * Mugurugampelle,” i. e. the shady forest sheltering the 
pilgrim. 

The landdrost had given us a Cingalese soldier, to act as our 
interpreter. Through him we learned the message of the captain 
of our district, who came to meet us about an hour’s walk, and 
appeared very friendly, saying, he considered himself highly 
honored by our coming to live among his people; and adding, 
that Mr. Von Imhoff had warmly recommended us, and had given 
orders that they should render us all possible assistance in acquir- 
ing the Cingalese language—which, he assured us, they were 
willing todo. We cheerfully accepted the offer, in order to have 
an opportunity of making known to the Heathen the unsearchable 
riches of Curist. Our companions, Portous and Ahlers, stayed 
with us two days, during which time we labored to impress upon 
their minds, the necessity of having an interest in the crucified 
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Saviour. At parting they promised, not to slight the grace of 
Gop, and frequently to let us know how they fared at Colombo. 

We were now left to ourselves; yet we generally had in our 
quarters, inmates of another sort, such as Jizards, large and small 
serpents, scorpions, centipedes, and in front of our dwelling, 
crocodiles of different sizes, basking in the sun. We quietly kept 
house together; but were exceedingly surprised, that during the 
first month not a single native came to see us. Subsequently, 
indeed, some called, but they were exceedingly shy. However, 
as we treated them kindly, they soon became attached to us, and 
called on us so often, that we were obliged to beg them to come 
only in the afternoon, in order that we might devote the morning 
to other labors. They told us, that certain Christians at Colombo 
had cautioned them against holding any intercourse with us, 
because we were rank infidels; that tor this reason they did not 
come to see us at first, but that now they were convinced of our 
integrity, and would no longer heed such calumnies. 

Two letters which we addressed to the feithful at Colombo, 
never came into their hands; but to the third, which we forwarded 
by a passing traveller, we two days after received an answer by an 
express. @ were so overcome with joy on the receipt of this 
letter, that kneeling down, we returned fervent thanks to the Lorp 
for the news it contained. Every one of our friends rendered an 
account of his spiritual welfare; and Portous, in particular, 
informed us, that in consequence of his avowal of the truth as it 
is in Jesus, twenty souls had passed from death unto life. 

On receipt of this news, I felt a special impulse to go on a visit 
to Colombo, and immediately followed it up. In going to town, 
I had to pass by the house of one of our friends, whose name was 
Nortje. On calling to see him, I found he was from home ; his 
wife, however, who, but two months ago, had been a bitter 
adversary of ours, now unexpectedly gave me a welcome recep- 
tion. She begyed our pardon with tears, acknowledging that she 
had wemadeal against us, and assured me that the Lane had 
forgiven her. She then sent a guide with me to our former host, 
Portous, at whose house I found nine of our friends edifying one 
another, by reading the Scriptures. They were exceedingly 
happy to see me again, and what is said in the Acts of the Apostles 
concerning the primitive believers, that they were one heart and 
one soul, was again verified here, The above-mentioned Norije, 
who, when we left the city, had accompanied us with the rest a 
part of the way, now related, that after taking leave of us, he had 
no peace day nor night, but tha the had since found favor in the 
sight of the Loan. 

ext morning | waited on the governor, who gave me a hearty 
welcome, and spoke in kind terms of our mission. At noon a 
woman of fifty, who had also found salvation in Curist, invited 
me to dine with her, in company with the majority of our friends. 
We were assembled together as for a love-feast, and the relation 
this woman gave of her pasi life and religious experience, made 
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80 great an impression upon the guests, that for weeping they 
could hardly enjoy their meal. 

Next day we had a blessed meeting at Brother Nortje’s; his 
only son, an uncommon child of six or seven years, likewise 
attending. He also had lately become a subject of divine grace, 
and in the height of his joy had spoken in glowing terms to the 
two sons of Secretary De Moor, his playmates, about the happi- 
ness of living in communion with Curist, en od were 
likewise induced to strive for the same blessing. ey accord- 
ingly all knelt down, and entreated the Saviour with many tears, 
to have mercy on them, and give them new hearts. Their example 
again was instrumental in awakening the father of these two 
children. 

Our daily a at last came to the knowledge of the public, 
and our enemies lodging complaints with the governor, prejudiced 
him against us to such a degree, that he sent for me, not to hear 
what Thad to say in my defence, but to banish me at once from 
the city and from the society of our friends. I endeavored to un- 
deceive him, but in vain; I craved an investigation, but he refused 
it, and commanded me immediately to return to our station, and 
not enter the city again without his permission. I obeyed his 
orders, and on my return home, gave Brother Nitechman a detailed 
account of the state of affairs. Being both of the opinion, that it 
would be proper for him to repair in person to the governor, he 
went to town the evening before Whitsuntide. During the two 
days of the festival, he did not wish to trouble the governor: and 
as our friends assembled on these two evenings, he presided in 
their meetings. Our enemies immediately reported these proceed- 
ings to the governor, who now sent for Brother Nitschman, 
accosted him very sternly, and ordered him to leave the city 
without delay. All remonstrance was in vain. Finally, Brother 
Nitschman said: “ Rather than contend with government, we will 
return to Holland.” The governor took him at his word, and 
with that our departure was decided. Still he insisted on Brother 
Nitschman’s instantly leaving the city. The state of the weather 
being very unfavorable, the latter once more remonstrated against 
the measure, as it was impossible for a pedestrian to travel in such 
weather. The governor then suffered him to remain quietly in 
the town until the rain should cease; which, however, did not 
take place till after a fortnight. Brother Nitschman remaining 
at his quarters, the faithful went to see him, and were more 
than ever confirmed in their purpose of firmly adhering to the 
Saviour. 

Some members of our Society were now likewise called to 
endure temptations and afflictions. Brother Portous was first 
cited before the consistory, and after replying to a variety of 
questions, he was ordered to separate himself frpm us. He replied, 
that he neither could nor would consent ; and being told, that he 
must then leave the country, he declared, he was willing to lose 
his life for the sake of Jesus and his cause. He was immediately 
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put on board of a vessel ready to sail for Batavia. This vessel 
was driven by contrary winds to Tutucoryn, on the coast of 
Malabar. Portous there landed, went in quest of the visiter of 
the sick, and preached the Gospel to him with such power, that 
his heart was captivated; this man was converted into another 
able witness, so that in a few months more than thirty souls were 
awakened, and joined the connexion, as he subsequently informed 
us by letter. This same man further witnessed an excellent 
testimony of the truth before Domine de Bruin and other friends. 

After fim, Brother Nosse was arraigned, and because he refused 
to forsake us, he was excommunicated. The Rev. Mr. Wetzelius, 
however, entered a formal protest against this proceeding, some- 
what to the following purport: that he considered the treatment 
of the aforesaid person to be an act of injustice; since it was far 
from being proved, that the two men, with whom he was forbidden 
to associate, were heretics; that himself had offered to investigate 
their doctrine, but in vain. He therefore declared not only to the 
Church at Colombo, but to all the classes and synods in Mesut 
that after a close scrutiny, and a six months’ acquaintance with the 
two men aforesaid, commonly called Herrnhutters, he acknow- 
ledged them to be orthodox aa Brethren, and true and 
worthy members of the Charch. 

This startled our opponents, and they resolved to adopt more 
lenient measures. In consequence, another member, who was 
banished like the others, receivod a more lucrative office at 
Jaffnapatnam. From that place he wrote to us, before our final 
departure, that the Lorp had brought him in contact with eight 
or ten souls, who were seeking after eternal life, and with them 
he entered into fellowship. Erfizon, the reader, a colleague of 


Brother Portous, was threatened with nee deposed from his 


office, until he withdrew himself from our Society. Afterward 
he once more joined the connexion, and wrote to his mother at 
Amsterdam, that, if she desired to save her soul, she should court 
the acquaintance of the Brethren. After having spent twenty 
lonely days at our station, I had the pleasure to see Brother 
Nitschman return. The Cingalese had daily reported t6 me how 
he fared, and their love to us only increased the more under these 
circumstances. They now begged us never to go to Colombo again; 
and when we told them, that we were compelled to leave them 
altogether, they grieved exceedingly, and manifested sore displea- 
sure against the proceedings at Colombo. Our separation from 
the district-captain was peculiarly affecting. He fell on his knees, 
and with many tears prayed to Gon, to bring us safely home and 
back again. 

About the middle of August we, with the governor's permission, 
returned to Colombo, oa agreeably to his mandate lived quite 
retired. In the mean time our Brethren and Sisters still came to 
see us, and our departure being delayed for six weeks longer, we 
held meetings with them three times a week. During this period 
different characters joined our connexion, some of them persons 
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of great respectability ; for instance, the Rev. Mr. Wetzelius, the 
re of the uke asylum, Idé, and his son, the assistant 
on Lier, &c., together with several Malabar slaves. Among 
the women there was a native Cingalese; moreover the mother 
of Secretary De Moor and two Malabar females. The whole 
number amounted to forty. Having conversed with every indi- 
vidual, and having exhorted one and all not to forsake their first 
love, I waited upon the governor, one day previous to our 
departure, in order to take leave of him. I thanked him both 
for the kindness shown to us at first, and for his subsequent 
severity. He appeared somewhat embarrassed — tears came into 
his eyes, and he could only say in reply, that he wished usa 
prosperous journey. At Amsterdam we learned, that two months 
after our departure, he was deposed from office. 

Oct. 8th, we went on board our vessel, and by the 2ist had 
not proceeded further than Ponto Gale, or Punta de Gale, eighteen 
German miles from Colombo, at the southern point of the island. 
On our arrival, two gentlemen came on board, one of whom 
proved to be the chief surgeon, Christian Dober. On entering 
the cabin, he called out, “‘ Where are the two Herrnhutters ?’ 
I immediately entered into a serious conversation with him. On 
inquiring, I ascertained that he was a native of Nuremberg. We 
then told him, that some of his uncles were members of our 
Church. He was much surprised to hear this, and felt ashamed 
of his former deportment. We had to lay by for four weeks, and 
took our lodgings with a Cingalese. By letters from Colombo, 
the commandant of this place had been greatly prejudiced against 
us; but Dober, by his reputation and suggestions, soon succeeded 
in divesting him and others of their scruples. It is my opinion 
that Dober will yet join our Society.* 

During our stay here, one of our Brethren came hither on a 
visit from Colombo, and brought letters from all our friends there. 
December 18th we once more set sail, and arrived at Cape-town 
the latter end of February. Since our first visit to the Cape, some 
of the resident clergy had been prejudiced against us through a 
Missionary, returning from the coast of Malabar to Europe. But 
on our submitting to them a letter, which he had addressed to 
our Brother Schmidt at the very time he was engaged in stirring 
them up against us, in which he styled him his Brother, 
and exhorted him to carry on the work with untiring ardor, 
they were eonvinced of his duplicity, and resumed their former 
favorable opinion of our cause. It so happened, that Brother 
Schmidt was again in town, having come to take leave of Captain 
Rhenius, who was on the eve of returning to Holland. After a 
stay of two weeks, we continued our voyage, and about the middle 
of July safely arrived at Amsterdam. Thus far the journal. 

Six weeks after the departure of the Brethren Nitschman and 


* This actually came to pass. He brought a Malabar with him, who in 1746 
was baptized, and called Samuel John. 


Vor. IV.—71 
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Eller from Colombo, a number of their friends at that place 


addressed the follo.:.ng joint letter of thanks to the congregation 
at Herrnhut : 


Dear and inestimable Congregation, 

We can never sufficiently praise our Redeemer, that, according 
to his unspeakable mercy, he graciously regarded the miserable 
condition into which we had fallen, and prompted you to send 
two beloved brethren, David Nitschman and Augustus Christian 
Frederick Eller, to the moral waste of this distant land. At the 
same time, we deem it our duty, to return to you likewise our 
most cordial thanks for this benevolent mission. 

As it has pleased our Saviour to kindle a spark of his love in 
our hearts, these two Brethren have proved a great blessing to us, 
and we much desired to derive more assistance from them in our 
weakness, and to regulate our conversation by their exemplary 
conduct, according to the measure of grace afforded unto us. But 
we were not suffered to enjoy this happiness; for the adversary 
of Gop’s children envied us, and could not endure their longer 
stay among us, lest some more of his slaves might escape from 
his dominion, and surrender themselves to that Lorp, whose yoke 
is easy and whose burden is light. For such there are yet among 
us, who, terrified by threats and cruel treatment, keep aloof from 
our communion. Of all this you will be informed by our beloved 
Brethren, who now, to our mutual sorrow, are compelled to leave 
us at so early a period. 

Still we hope and pray, that it may please our faithful 
Saviour once more to move your venerable body, to send to our 
assistance some of your members, because we stand in great need 
of help. In the meantime, we will not cease to beseech Him, 
who has shown great grace unto us, that he would finish the good 
work begun in us, and make us faithful as He is faithful, that 
we may obtain the crown of eternal glory, which is prepared for 
his children. To this end, we will submit to have the remains of 
corruption rooted out from our hearts, surrendering ourselves 
more fully to Him, to whom we will live and die; thus we shall 
be able to resist the crafty devices and fiery darts of our spiritual 
enemies. 

We beseech the dear congregation to assist us by their prayers, 
that we may obtain all needful strength from our Redeemer. 
And may he cause you to grow and flourish more and more, as 
the cedars of Lebanon. May He cause you to proceed from 
strength to strength, from grace to grace, until translated from 
the Church militant to the Church triumphant, to bear witness 
before Gop in Zion for ever. To Him be all glory and adoration, 
now and evermore, Amen! 

We remain in the bonds of tender affection, your unworthy 
Brethren and Sisters in our Saviour Jesus Curist. 


Colombo, Ceylon, Nov. 19, 1740. 
Signed in the name of seventeen persons. 
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That the governor general at Batavia had no hand in the acts 
of the governor of Ceylon, is sufficientiy evident from a declaration, 
which he penned some years after, during his stay in Holland, in 
a letter to Professor Bourguet, at Neufchatel. This letter was 
dated Hague, July 9th, 1742, and the passage therein referred to, 
is thus translated from the French. ‘“ My good will, to promote 
the grand designs for the diffusion of our most holy faith, is 
indequate under the present irksome state of things; and in 
addition to favorable times and circumstances, which countenance 
these great enterprises, such men are by all means required, (as 
you yourself remarked,) who are capable of laying efficient hands 
to the work; and, I confess, that the Moravian Brethren would 
not rank last among those who might co-operate in such a great 
undertaking, according to the testimony which you bestow upon 
them, and to which I could in so far subscribe, as I had two of 
them with me during the last days of my government in Ceylon.” 

Sir Alexander Johnson, president of & council in Ceylon, a 
very worthy character, and promoter of the Missi nary cause in 
that island, during his stay in London related the following parti- 
eulars to Brother Christian Ignatius Latrobe : 

“ That in the course of his researches among the archives at 
Trincomale, he had found a very diffuse protocol, relative to the 
expulsion of the Brethren from the island, in 1740. This protocol 
contained the complaints lodged against the Brethren, stating, that 
they taught doctrines adverse to the Christian faith, and by their 
intrigues endangered the welfare of the state. The governor of 
Ceylon having ordered them off without ceremony, the governor 
of Batavia afterward reproached him for the act, and the whole 
affair was submitted for decision to the authorities in Holland. 
These reproved the ——_ of Ceylon for his conduct, and 
decided, ‘ That if he had sifted the above complaints, he would 
have found that they originated in envy, and ought not to have 
been heeded; for the Shestkee Brethren were every where 
acknowledged to be useful subjects of the state.’ The Mission- 
aries, however, were gone, and it was universally regretted, that 
they did not prolong their stay.” Sir Alexander added, that 
there were still, some excellent mechanics, who had learnt their 
trade in Ceylon, and had gained much custom, because they had 
been instructed by the Brethren, and made the best of work. 


(Extracts from the Journals of the Scripture-Readers. ) 
UNITED BRETHREN'S SOCIETY FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL IN 
IRELAND. 

At the suggestion of many persons, approving the object of the 
Society, the rd of Directors have resolved to publish Quar- 
rer.y Extracts from the Journals of the Scripture-Readers, for 
the authenticity of which they can vouch, — for obvious 


reasons they deem it prudent to omit the dates and the names of 


persons and places. 
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In making the selection, care has been taken to print chiefly 
such parts, as show the utility of the Society's labors, the spirit 
and manner in which the Readers engage in them, the difficulties 
arising from ignorance and superstition, and the undeniable tokens, 
that the divine blessing has thus far attended their proceedings. 


STATIONS OF THE SCRIPTURE-READERS. 


Ballinderry, county of Antrim. 
Cootehill, county of Cavan. 
Gracefield, county of Londonderry. 
Gracehill, county of Antrim. 
Mourne, county of Down. 


I entered a house, where I had visited before, and had been 
kindly received by the mistress, who had engaged in a long 
religious conversation, and had requested me to come soon again. 
Recollecting this, I confidently proposed to read to her. She 
replied; “ Ro! you shall read none here. The last time you 


were here, I did’nt know who you were, but now I have dis- 
covered that you are one of the false teachers, sent among the 
Papists to draw them from their Church.” I answered; “ How 
can that be? You yourself must know very well, that I go noone 


Protesiants as well as Papists.” She said, “Och! but thatisa 

our craft and policy, to make us believe, you are not seeking to 
fead us astray.” I replied; “ As for leading you astray, judge 
for yourself: did I attempt to mislead you, the last time I was 
here and read to you!” Answer: “No, you did not: but the 
priest says, that’s what you are aiming at, and that you did’nt do 
it before, is no reason, that you won't do it now.” I replied, “I 
can assure you, I only want to read to you out of Gop’s word 
something that may do your soul good.” At last she said; “I 
would just as soon listen to the dog barking as to you reading 
out of that book. So you had better be gone without more 
words.” 


Visited an old man, who was laid on a bed of sickness. He 
was glad to see me, and begged me to read to him out of my 
Bible. The family all ceased working and gave attention, while 
I read and directed the poor old man to Jesus. On taking leave, 
he gave me his blessing, and begged me to call again. 


Visited another family to day for the second time. At my first 
visit, their scolding and cursing each other had prevented my 
reading. When I entered this time, the woman expressed her 
sorrow for the treatment I had received on the former occasion, 
and begged me to read a chapter. I admonished them, to let the 
past time suffice to have lived in enmity and strife, and in future 
to attend unto the things, which make for their present and ever- 
lasting peace. 
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I was delighted to see the eager countenances of many to-day, 
as they followed me from house to house to hear me read; some 
saying, “‘ Come as often as ever you can;” others, “Call every 
day ;” others, “‘ We shall always be glad to see you.”—Visited 
this week 38 families, 6 for the first time. Only one refused me 
admittance. 

Entering a house, I asked, whether I should read a chapter 
from the Bible? “If you will read from our Manual,” said the 
Mistress, ““ you may read, for it contains the genuine truth of the 
Scripture.” I replied, “I would rather, if you will allow me, 
read a portion of the word of Gop, which I have here in my 
hand ; the Manual being your own, you may read it yourself at 
any other time.” She answered, “ Not a word of that shall you 
read here; you are deceived and a deceiver, and depend upon it 
(here she uttered an oath) if you don’t quit that folly and become 
a true Roman, you will never get to heaven.” “As to that,” 
said I, “ if you don’t quit your cursing and swearing, you, though 
a Roman, cannot see the kingdom of heaven; for your book, as 
well as mine, will tell you, that blasphemers have their portion in 
the lake of fire with the devil and his angels.” She became 
angry, and I thought it best to withdraw. 

In another house, I asked, what chapter they would have me 
read to them! Answer: “ The same you read when you were 
here before—that was most beautiful; we never forgot it, and 
should like you to read it again. We should be glad, if you 
came and read to us every day, for that book of yours is most 
beautiful.” 

To-day I also repeated my visit to a woman, who was going to 
turn me out of her house on a former occasion. She now heard 
with great attention, and expressed herself very thankful to me 
for calling. 


Two young men coming in where I was reading, I was led to 
make some remarks upen the sort of lives we ought to lead in 
this world. “It is easy for you to be good,” said one of them, 
* for you have nothing else to do; but, if you were working with 
nine or ten more, as I sometimes am, who are going on with all 
sorts of wicked discourse, how could you be good?” I answered; 
“The Scrifitures tell us to have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” He replied; “ How 
could you reprove them? You could not help joining with them, 
and doing as they do.” I said, “ How did Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, help falling down and worshipping the golden 
image, set up by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon?” He 
answered, “Gop strengthened them to keep their resolution.” 
“ Yes,” said I, “and so would Gop assist you to refrain joining 
in the filthy conversation of wicked men, if you would but put 
your trust in him, and pray to him.” 
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An old woman said, “ How long is it since you were here! 
It is sadly too long for you to stay away. I remember some of 
what you read to me before, and should be glad to hear you 
oftener. I cannot read myself.” 

In another house, the answer to my question, whether I should 
read to them! was; “ We belong to the Romish Church, and 
intend so to continue.” I told them I had no wish to interfere 
with that, but only wanted to read the Scriptures to them. “ We 
can read them ourselves, when we have a mind,” was their 
answer. “ But where,” continued I, “ would be the harm of 
reading them together, seeing that we are therein commanded to 
stir up one another by way of remembrance; because of our 
liability to forget their important contents?” They answered, 
“ Our ear don’t itch to hear any but those of our own creed.” 
Failing to remove their objections, I bade them good day. 

In another house the woman heard with deep attention; and 
exclaimed, “ O, that my mother were here, to hear that!” 
When I concluded, she thanked me, and said, “ Come again 
when my mother is in; come again soon. I have not been at a 
place of worship, nor heard any good these two years.” 


Asking leave to read in a house, where I called, I was answered ; 
“ People ought to stick to what they have been brought up in, 
whether good or bad.” I said, “I think, the sooner we leave 
what is bad, the better. But you seem to think, lam going to 

rsuade you to leave the religion in which you are brought up. 
Tn this you are mistaken. I want to do just what I say, to read 
the Scriptures, which are able to make us wise to salvation.” I 
was, however, dismissed with, “ We don’t want to have any thing 
at all to do with you.” For this rebuff I was somewhat consoled 
by a conversation with a man at his work by the road-side, who 
asked me to call at his house, and read to him, saying, he would 
go and hear me read, be his hurry ever so great. 


I again met with a horrible blasphemer. It is quite awful to 
meet so many swearers, as I have done in these few days. I 
reproved this man. He confessed it was bad work, promising to 
strive to mend.—Met another swearer. Begged him not to call 
on Gop to pamn him, ,but to save his soul. He excused himself 
by saying, “ I get into a passion sometimes, and then I cannot 
help it.” “ Then,” said I, “ you ought to pray for grace to 
govern your passion, and to avoid being in a passion.” He 
promised faithfully that he would. 

In another house they said, ‘‘ What you read the two former 
times you were here, was very good, and we liked to hear it; but 
the priest will not allow us to hear you any more.” 


To-day I met with discouragements in my labors. The first 
house I entered, I found the inmates and their neighbors busily 
engaged in cleaning out the barn. They told me, it was in order 
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that they might bring their grain into it; but I learnt that they 
were preparing for a dance that evening. They had no wish to 
hear ihe word of Gop.—In another house I took out my Bible 
and read; but I felt, as if were reading to the dead. There was 
no voice, nor any that answered. I left them with a heavy heart. 
O Lorp, breathe upon these dry bones, that they may live! 

In the evening I met with more encouragement, finding in 
families where I visited, several who wish to live below like 
those, who hope to live with Curist above. With them I had a 
pleasant conversation. 


A Roman Catholic, in whose house I visited, gave me permission 
to read. No sooner had I begun, than all in the house rose and 
left me, except the master, who appeared to sit only out of compli- 
ment tome. When I had finished the chapter, I asked him, if 
he had ever heard it before. He said, he had not; and appeared 
pleased with a few observations I made; and we parted with 
professions of friendship. 


Other families, visited to-day, received the Word with all 
rerdiness: This was especially the case with an old man, whom 
1 found alone, and who not only listened attentively while I read, 
but afterward read several chapters himself. This, and his 


thankfulness for my visit, made me hope, that he is a true lover 


of the word of Gop. 


I was questioned to-day on the notion, which prevails much in 
this country, and distresses the minds of many, viz. that the 
children are punished for the iniquity of their parents. I replied 
by quoting Ezek. xviii. 20. Deut. xxiv. 16. Jerem. xxxi. 29, 30, 
and many other texts; warning them against committing these 
things, lest the Lorp should punish them for their own iniquity. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


1. Greenland.—Brother John Lehman, who had faithfully served 
this mission for twenty-nine years, has been compelled, by the 
declining state of his health, which suffered severely in the spring 
of the yearfrom a dangerous attack of fever, to return to Europe 
on a visit. On the 24th July, 1832, he arrived with his wife at 
Copenhagen, having also in company three children of Mission- 
aries under the care of a Greenland Sister. The Brethren Val. 
Maller and Tietzen, with their wives, and the single Brother Richter, 
reached the coast of Greenland, on the 29th of May, after a tedious 
and stormy voyage of nine weeks. Near the entrance of Davis’ 
Straits, they fell in with the wreck of an English ship, (the 
Shannon, of Hull, Captain Davey, as appears from the London 
papers), on which twenty-six unfortunate persons, including the 
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captain, mate, and surgeon, were found still alive, though in a 
deplorable state of disease and exhaustion. They were immedi- 
ately taken on board the two Danish vessels, the Navigation and 
the Hoalfisken, but though treated with every degree of kindness 
and attention, several died before they could be brought into port. 
On the arrival of the Navigation in the neighborhood of Lichten- 
fels, Brother and Sister Tietzen, and Brother Richter, proceeded 
in a women’s-boat, on the 4th June, to New-Herrnhut; but bein 
overtaken on the passage by a violent storm of snow, were obli 

to spend three days on a desert island, before they could reach 
the place of their destination. The winter having been uncom- 
monly severe on the coast of Greenland, the sea being beset with 
ice, and the land covered with snow, up to the end of May, 
Brother and Sister Maller had to look forward to a very difficult 
voyage, of above 150 miles, from Frederickshaab to Lichtenau. 

The Missionaries at New-Herrnhut had, on the whole, reason 
to rejoice over the state of their congregations during the past 
year. In October, 1831, they made a very agreeable visit to those 
members of it, who are scattered along the coast, at the so-called 
out-places ; and the Lorp was pleased to bless their intercourse 
with them. By a letter from Brother de Fries, dated about the 
middle of March, we learn that the work of Gop continues to 
prosper at Fredericksthal; and that the desire for instruction 
manifested by the children, was peculiarly encouraging. Two 
boats, containing nineteen Greenlanders, had abel rom the 
East coast, and more were expected from the same quarter. 
Owing to the severity of the winter, the natives had in general 
been rather short of provisions. 

2. Barbadoes.—At Mount Tabor, the new mission chapel was 
eonsecrated on the 23d of December, 1832. Our Missionaries 
from Sharon were likewise present, and it was a day of joy and 
thankfulness for all. In a short time, it is expected, the whole of 
the premises will be restored. 

The new church at Sharon was solemnly opened for divine 
worship on the 31st of March, 1833. From six to seven hundred 
hearers filled the place, and several hundreds had to stand without. 
Seventeen adult negroes were baptized, and the presence of the 
Lord was felt in the transactions of the day. Upon the whole, 
the state of the mission is encouraging, the number of baptized 
and new people is increasing, and the Missionaries are permitted 
to preach the Gospel at nine different places in the vicinity. 

3. Jamaica.—The solemn services at Christmas, 18323, were 
numerously attended at our several stations, notwithstanding the 
efforts of some of the planters, to draw off the poor blacks by 
worldly amusements. At Mesopotamia, however, the missionary 
work labors under various difficulties. Opportunities for extend- 
ing our sphere of usefulness in that island, continue to offer; but 
the precarious state of things prevailing there, appears to dictate 
the utmost caution. Fairfield and New-Carmel had been favored 
with a visit on the part of Earl Mulgrave, the present governor, 
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who evinced a friendly disposition toward our missionary work. 
It is peculiarly providential, that during the present critical period, 
the island is blest with a chief magistrate of firmness and integrity 
of character. Ovr Missionaries cherish the confident nope that 
the projected change in the relations of the slaves will be brought 
about without violence and bloodshed; and that it will eventually 
operate in favor of the missionary cause, in answer to the united 
prayers of so many true followers of Curist both among the 
white and colored population. Our Brethren and Sisters enjoy 
pretty good health, Sister Zorn having been recently in some 
measure restored. Brother and Sister Haman have the happiness 
to witness at their new station among the negroes, a great desire 
after the Gospel. Their little flock is increasing in numbers and 
in grace. The day-school is attended by thirty colored children, 
part of whom read the New Testament fluently. This Missionary 
couple expect shortly to occupy a dwelling of their own at New- 
Bethlehem, where a church is likewise erecting. That new station 
is situated in the vicinity of Malvern, where they have hitherto 
resided, and at an elevation of two thousand feet above the level 
of the sea,—a spot enjoying a delightful climate and very extensive 
prospect. At the latest dates, there had been an accession to the 
number of our Missionaries in the island, by the arrival of Brother 
and Sister Collis. Brother and Sister Light, with two children of 
Missionaries, sailed for England. 

4. St. Kitts.—Our Missionaries, in common with their fellow- 
inhabitants of the island, experienced an awful season of visitation 
from the Sth of February to the 24th of March last, during which 
period, repeated shocks of an earthquake followed in alarming 
succession. The first very severe shock occurred on the evening 
of the former date, while our congregation at Basseterre were 
assembled for worship; and was succeeded by others in the 
course of the night, producing great dismay among the inhabitants, 
many of whom left their dwellings and fled into the fields. The 
state of the atmosphere during this time was dry and oppressivel 
hot, and the sea continued to be violently agitated, until at length 
a gentle shower refreshed the air, and nature appeared to subside 
gradually into a calm. The damage done to buildings in the city 
is very great, scarcely a single stone house having escaped without 
injery. Our church at Bethesda likewise suffered. This appalling 
phenomenon seemed to produce a general and deep impression on 
the minds of the people. Many, who had hitherto lived in the 
indulgence oT every vice, appeared to be struck. On the 27th of 
February, a day of humiliation and prayer was observed by order 
of government, when the churches were crowded with people of 
every rank and color, and many tears were seen to flow. The 
blacks belonging to our congregations were also deeply affected, 
and meetings and schools were numerously attended. A number 
of whites, awakened by this solemn voice of Providence, likewise 
frequent our services, apparently inquiring after the one thing 
needful. 

Vou. 1V.—72 
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Brother and Sister Robbins, lately stationed at Basseterre, 
have arrived safely in London, having six children of Missionaries 
in their charge. Brother and Sister Simon have arrived from 
Antigua. The negro flock, collecting at the third Missionary 
station, called Bethel, is in a promising way; the house built by 
Brother Seiz, is already becoming too small to contain the 
numbers attending. 

5. Tobago.—On the 4th of May, Brother Samuel Wright, 
Missionary in this island, was unexpectedly called from his labors 
to his eternal rest, in the 45th year of his age. The Sisters 
Wright and Coates had likewise been ill, but were recovering. 

6. Antigua.—Our Missionaries generally were in the enjoy- 
ment of health, and pursuing their labors successfully. Brother 
Morrish had removed to Newfield, with his wife, in hopes of her 
being benefited by the change, as her health continued rather 
feeble. Brother and Sister Zetsche arrived from Tobago. 

7. Danish West India Isiands.—The fervent prayers offered 
up at the Missionary Jubilee, August 2lst, 1832, appear to be 
signally answered in a special revival of the work of grace in 
these islands. Many new people, hitherto living without Gop in 
the world, now flock to the meetings. The poor slaves, after 
having borne the heat and burden of the day, are seen coming in 
the evening from a distance, and across rugged mountains, to 
attend the house of prayer. The work is most striking among 
those excluded for some former offence, a number of whom now 
return with many tears of penitent sorrow. Several of the 
Missionaries had been ill, among the rest Brother Keil and Sister 
Popp. Brother and Sister Plattner sailed for Europe, with five 
children of Missionaries. 

Letters recently received from the island of St. Thomas, 
announce the departure of our Missionary Sister Eder, on the 
10th of September, and subsequently of Brother Klingenberg, of 
a malignant fever. Their loss is much regretted. Aftera long and 
distressing drought, incessant rains for nearly a month had set in, 
which proved very injurious to the health of the inhabitants. 

8 Surinam.—After a long interval, letters have been received 
from our Brethren at Paramaribo. The mouth of the river 
Surinam was blockaded by an English brig, and business was 
suffering in consequence of non-intercourse with the mother 
country. Our Missionaries had nevertheless been mercifully 
supported in their temporal concerns; and such as were sick, had 
in a great degree recovered. After the apprehension and execution 
of several incendiaries, who had been the authors of the confla- 

tions last year, public confidence had been restored. The 

issionary work, both in town and country, was progressing 
encouragingly. Upward of four hundred children had celebrated 
Christmas eve with festive joy, and several negroes from the 
plantation Berg-en-Daal, attended during the holidays. They 
walk worthily of the Gospel, and make a good use of their 
superior privileges. By means of the supplies of boat-men, with 
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which our Missionaries were favored, through the Society for the 
extension of Christianity in the Colony, their visits to different 
plantations were regularly continued. 

9. South Africa.—Our accounts from that remote quarter are 
truly encouraging. The past year, 1832, was a period of distin- 
guished blessings; old and young gave evidence of the work of 
divine grace in their souls, meetings and schools were numerously 
and profitably attended, and peace reigned both within and around 
our congregations. At Gnadenthal, the services at the close of 
the year were attended by a greater number of white colonists 
then ever before. They spent part of their time at their lodgings 
in singing hymns together, while respectful silence prevailed 
without. As a refreshing fountain in a desert, so has Gnadenthal 
become to the surrounding country. We now feel united with 
most of our neighbors in Christian fellowship, which but a few 
years ago would have seemed almost impossible. During harvest, 
the farmers in many instances, instead of tempting the Hottentots 
to drink, held meetings for edification with them. This revival 
among the colonists exercises a happy eflect upon our Hottentot 
congregation, to which upward of twenty persons had been 
recently added. The Missivnaries enjoyed good health, Brother 
Teutsch, at Elim, having recovered from a bilious fever. 

At Grunekloof a great many Hottentots applied for permission 
to settle there. An infant school was commenced with about 
sixty children, upon the same plan with those already in successful 
operation at Gnadenthal and Elim. 

At the latter station, the Missionaries were greatly encouraged 
by the increase of their flocks, the harmony prevailing among the 
converts, the great eagerness of the infant scholars to receive 
instruction, and the progressive revival among the neighboring 
colonists. Brother and Sister Luttringshauser had removed 
thither from Gnadenthal, and Brother and Sister Nathaus had 
taken their place. 

Letters from Enon, describe the state of that mission as favor- 
able, and the Missionaries as in the enjoyment of good health. 
The weather had been highly favorable to vegetation. The same 
applies to Shiloh, agreeably to the latest accounts. Among the 
Tambookies, there are still enacted from time to time, scenes of 
ferocity, calculated to inspire both terror and abhorrence. The 
Lorp, however, hath not only protected our Brethren from all 
danger, but hath given to their words of peace and reconciliation 
a striking influence over the minds of these savages. ‘The school 
was flourishing. From forty to sixty Tambookie children attend 
of their own accord. Such is their eagerness, says their teacher, 
Brother Bonatz, that they wait with impatience for the ringing of 
the school bell ; and no sooner is the welcome signal given, than 
the little blacks are seen running together from every quarter 
with the utmost alacrity. Some of them begin to read, and all 
repeat the Lord’s prayer in their language without hesitation. 
Throughout the past year, the congregation had been preserved 
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from all hostile attacks, and the harvest was very plenteous, the 
corn in many instances producing sixty fold. Such was the case 
likewise at the rest of our stations; gardens and orchards were 
productive, and the inerease of population in the surrounding 
country afforded to our people sufficient opportunities for earning 
a livelihood. 

10. North American Indians.—Our Indian flock at New- 
Fairfield, Upper Canada, celebrated the anniversary of the conse- 
cration of their new church, on the 17th of September, when a 
young female was baptized, and named Emilia. At the preceding 
communion season, an aged Indian, Shulamite, who had been 
excluded for nearly fourteen years, was re-admitted ; and another, 
Philippina, was confirmed. The crop of Indian corn this fall 
turned out better than that of last year, and it is hoped, that 
our people will have a sufficient supply for the ensuing season. 
Brother Jesse Vogler having received a call to serve the mission 
at New-Pairfield, Upper Canada, set out with his wife, from Naza- 
reth, Pennsylvania, on the 17th of October, by way of New-York, 
for the scene of his future labors,—attended by our best wishes 
and prayers. 

11. At Fredericsthal, in Greenland, Brother John Conrad 
Kleinschmidt, who served in our missions for the space of forty 
years, departed this life in December last, after a short illness, in 
the 65th year of his age. 


(From the New-York Observer.) 


UNITED BRETHREN'S MISSIONS IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIA 
ISLANDS. 

We derive the following information respecting the state of 
the Moravian West India missions, at the present interesting 
crisis, from an appeal of the Committee just issued in London. 
Aid from the United States would at this moment be peculiarly 
acceptable. 

At this period, so momentous to the negro population in the 
British West Indies, the Christian mind must be more than ever 
anxious, that the mild and transforming influence of the Gospel of 
Curist may be extensively in operation, to prepare that people 
for freedom, and teach them how to improve the blessing. Those 
who know the character of the Moravian missions, and that they 
are widely established in the West Indies, will under these 
circumstances, naturally inquire, Where, and to what extent, are 
they already employed there? and what prospect exists of the 
further extension of their invaluable labors?’ 

The Brethren now oceupy 25 stations among the negroes; 112 
missionaries of their Church (male and female) have the pastoral 
superintendence of about 39,000 of that race, of whom more than 
13,500 are communicants, and a large number are children, 
receiving a Christian education: and opportunities exist, whereby, 
under the blessing of Gop, much more may be effected. 
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In the deeply interesting island of Jamaica—where, since the 
late unhappy insurrection, the Brethren’s missionaries are left 
almost alone, but are still permitted to labor, and even to extend 
their exertions—1S missionaries occupy 6 stations, superintend 
8 detached school-rooms, (beside those in the settlements,) in 
which they also preach, and they have about 5000 souls in their 
congregations. Beside the new settlements of New-Carmel and 
Irwin Hill, a church has been erected at New Fulnec; and a 
building has been opened at Petherton, in the Darliston Moun- 
tains, which has been called Beaufort, for a school room and 
occasional place of worship. But the call for further aid is loud 
and general. The Brethren are invited to occupy—first, a station 
at Malvern, in the parish of St. Elizabeth, which is in the centre 
of many large estates, and contiguous to a numerous and most 
benighted population: secondly, another in the parish of Vere, 
where land ond contributions have been liberally offered by a 
proprietor; thirdly, the Brethren would gladly carry the Gospel 
into the district of Mile-Gully, in the parish of Manchester, 
whence some hundreds of negroes have been accustomed to walk 
from twelve to twenty miles to attend the Brethren’s chapels, and 
where many more would then hear the joyful sound; fourthly, at 
New-Fulnec, from the want of a mission house, the Brethren 
reside at some disiance from their work, to its great detriment : 
fifthly, at Mesopotamia, if the mission could be removed from a 
single estate to the contiguous land at Crosspath, belonging to 
the Brethren, a considerable accession of numbers might be 
expected. In other quarters of the island there is reason to 
believe, that the Brethren’s labors would be very acceptable and 
beneficial. 

As to other islands—in St. Kitts, where there are two stations, 
and congregations of above 5000 negroes, a mission house has 
been erected at a third, Bethel, near Deep Bay. Its hall is much 
too small for the congregation, and a chapel is greatly needed, as 
is a school hon se at Basseterre. In Antigua, where there are six 
stations, and congregations of 14,500 negroes, a spacious school 
house has been built at St. John’s, and the chapel at Gracehill 
rebuilt. The number of evening schools on estates, in all the 
islands have been augmented. In St. Kitts there were, some 
time ago, 17; in Antigua there are 40 connected with St. John’s 
congregation alone. They might be much increased, if the scanty 
means required for the salaries of teachers could be supplied. 

Urgent invitations to other islands and stations have been given, 
especially to Trinidad; but the brethren can comply with none 
of the above calls, unless the friends of the Gospel will kindly 
add to the limited contributions on the spot, the means for con- 
structing and permanently maintaining the required stations. A 
considerable sum might now be placed at the disposal of the 
Brethren, with the prospect of most extensive advantage. Mullti- 
tudes of negroes are thirsting for the Gospel, and are inviting the 
missionaries. Thousands are, in every year, passing into eternity 
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without even hearing its sound: hence the vast importance of 
prompt and eficient efforts to spread the Gospel among them. 
To the compassionate and Christian feeling of the friends of the 
Gospel and of the negro, the committee look with confidence, 


under the divine blessing, for an encouraging result of the present 
appeal.* 


CORRESPONDENCE OF THE EDITOR. 


Letter from Brother Jacob Zorn, dated Spring-Mount, August 
With to Wth, 1833. 


My pear Brotruer,—When this reaches New-York, we trust 
it will find you again at home with renovated health. It is, 
indeed, a trial when the Lorp puts us aside for a time by illness 
or affliction; but we can confidently appeal to the Great Shepherd 
of the flock, by his Holy Spirit’s various energies to lead his 
chosen people to refreshing pastures. Gladly should I have 
assisted you with my humble abilities, if nearer at hand, especially 
as Sister Zorn’s health has been very precarious for the fast six 
months. This is not a time, however, to shrink from our posts 
in Jamaica, except for urgent reasons; may our blessed Redeemer’s 
will be done by us and in us, living and dying! Surely we have 
abundant reason to desire this, if we have a claim to the privi- 
leges detailed in Rom. viii. ; a claim founded on the Lorp’s free 
grace, and never failing promises! The box, containing various 
articles, sent by your Female Missionary Society, has already 
realized upwards of $27, and will produce a few dollars more. 
The Mission in Jamaica is indeed most thankful for every assist- 
ance of the kind, as we have occupied a large field during the last 
four or five years, and are in great distress for funds to complete 
the establishments at New-Fulnec and New-Bethlehem. Here 
we hope to contrive to pay for a small building, containing a bed- 
room and a sitting-room, the whole twenty-four feet by sixteen, to 
be habitable, we trust, by the end of the year; and this we should 
not be able to accomplish without the aid of our worthy friend, 
Mr. Farquharson. At Malvern or New-Bethlehem, the walls of 
the chapel will soon be completed; but then we come to a stand, 
as we cannot decide upon a shingled roof, before the subscriptions 
are raised to $900. The chapel is fifty feet by thirty outside, and 
twelve feet high, and that sum is the very lowest we can reckon 
upon for a plain roof, windows and doors, and benches. If our 
friend there, Mr. James Miller, should succeed among his acquaint- 
ances with the subscription list, we may hope to accomplish it by 
and by 


* For the satisfaction of those friends of the missions, into whose hands the last 
two reports of the committee may not have fallen, they beg to refer to the statement 
therein contained, that the whole of the few negroes, held by the missions in the 
British islands, have received their manamission 
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The state of most of our congregauions continues encouraging, 
though the important events before us, which already cast their 
shadows in advance, must have a strong hold on the negroes’ 
minds. As yet, at New-Fulnec, the influence seems beneficial to 
religious instruction. For several months past we have had 
unusually large and attentive congregations; and though it is not 
improbable, that some were attracted by the hope of hearing 
“news,” in the shape of proclamations or the like, one of which* 
was actually printed and read from the pulpits ;—their attendance 
eventuated in several instances in receiving the “ glorious news” of 
the Gospel, that Jesus Curist came to seek and save lost sinners. 
Several have shown the most striking attention, which is always 
very encouraging, as it leads to the hope, that they are receiving 
the truth as it is in Jesus, in the love of it. One man was parti- 
cularly remarkable to me last Sunday. I had known him asa 
drunkard and abandoned character ; now he seems all ear, and 
during two services never diverted his eyes. A number of 
strangers have made their appearance, and some have wished to 
enter their names as regular hearers. The schools continue 
much as usual; there are nearly one hundred slave children, who 
are in connexion with our chapel, and learn to read ; the majority 
have daily instruction. The difficulties in the way of schooling 
will be greatly removed by the measures about to be adopted for 
emancipation, and I hope we shall be able to benefit the rising 
generation by introducing infant schools. For the purpose of 
learning the system, I shall accompany Mr. Farquharson to Vere 
next week, where on one of Mr. Wildman’s estates it has been in 
operation for several years. 

We are happy to state, that tranquillity has been greatly 
restored in our island, and that there is a prospect of the wishes 
of government being met by the inhabitants; so that the great 
changes about to be introduced, will, we trust, be accompanied by 
no tumults and disorders of any consequence. The just and politic 
grant of 20,000,000/., as an indemnification, has reconciled men’s 
minds to the contemplated measures. It certainly behoves all 
friends of humanity and professing Christians, to join in powerful 
intercession to the Eternal Throne, that all events may be over- 
ruled to the glory of Gop, and the temporal and spiritual welfare 
of allconcerned. In that case, might not the West Indies become 
nurseries of sable Missionaries, who falling in with the plans of 
Colonization Societies and others, would carry the Gospel of 
peace to the very heart of benighted Africa, pointing out the 
narrow road over Calvary, in which “‘ even fools need not err ?” 

Wishing and praying for your speedy recovery, I remain, as 
ever, very truly your Brother in the Gospel, 

Jacos Zorn. 


* Containing the information that something would be done for the slaves, but 
warning them to await the result in patience 
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MOME MISSION SOCIETY OF THE UNITED BRETHREN's CHURCH 
AT NEW-YORK. 


We present our readers with the Constitution of the above 
Society, recently organized in the city of New-York, and beg 
leave to recommend the same to all those who love our little 
Zion. The preamble sufficiently explains the objects of the Asso- 
ciation ; and we would only add, that subscriptions, donations, or 
legacies, for the purposes specified, will be thankfully received 
and faithfully applied by the Treasurer, Mr. Daniel B. Dash, 
corner of Laight and Varick streets, New-York. 


** Whereas there are certain important and indispensable objects, 
connected with the prosperity and well being of the United 
Brethren’s Church in North America, to wit; The spreading of the 
Gospel in this country by the preaching of the United Selah 
the maintenance of their superannuated ministers—and the support 
of the Bishops in their active duties for the Church at large,—for 
all which purposes, a very inadequate provision hath been made 
hitherto, doris ed from precarious and insufficient sources ; 

We, the undersigned, members or friends of the United 
Brethren’s Church, ta organized an Association, for the pur- 
pose of contributing toward the aforesaid essential objects, and 
have accordingly adopted the annexed Constitution, as follows :— 


CONSTITUTION. 


Ist. The Association shall be called, The Home Mission 
Society of the United Brethren’s Church, at New-York. 

2d. Whoever contributes one dollar, or more, yearly, becomes 
a member of the Society. 

3d. A contributor of fifty dollars or more shall be a member 
for life. 

4th. The Trustees of the United Brethren’s Church at New-York, 
for the time being, shall “ ex officio,” be the managers of the 
Society, and shall appoint the officers of the Association, to con- 
sist of a President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

5th. The Society shall meet annually on the third Monday of 
September, when the Treasurer shall submit a statement of his 
accounts to the Association. 

6th. Thejfunds obtained by annual or life subscribers, by dona- 
tions or legacies, shall be paid over, as received, into the hands 
of the agent, appointed for the purpose, by the Genera] Conference 
of the United Brethren’s Church for the Northern States, to be 
applied to the objects herein contemplated and specified. 

7th. No alteration or amendment shall be made in this Consti- 
tution, except by the vote of a majority of the Members of this 
Society, and sanctioned by the Board of Managers.” 
New - York, Sept. 29th, 1833. 
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